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SINGLE REVIEWS
Dinosaur
jr. pieces

BOWLING
FOR SOUP MY WENA

T

his latest single from the
pop/punk foursome is a hilariously sweet love song featuring their trademark tongue in
cheek lyrics. Hidden so well are
the double entendres under the
blissfully sugar-coated chorus
that you might mistake this for a
genuine love song if it weren’t for
the very apt choice of name.
Nina Glencross

These boys would go to great lengths for some Minestrone

MINI VIVA LEFT MY
HEART IN
TOKYO

S

ounding like a support act for
The Spice Girls, Miniviva attempt to revive the bright, bold
pop of the 90s. Crammed with
synths and repetitive slap bass,
the song is infectiously catchy
and yes, it would fill the dancefloor, but only with those who
would literally dance to anything
after a few drinks.

Ian brownstellify

F

or a few seconds this sounds
like a Scissor Sisters track,
but Brown steps in and manages
to bring the keyboards to heel.
It’s not a great song, but worth
a few listens - and by then, it’s in
your head for the rest of the day.
Cheers, Ian.

W

ith its quiet eerie vocals and
serious synths, not to mention the disco style drum and
bass, theres definitely something
interesting about this seemingly
boring and easily forgettable
track. With a good danceable lofi beat and a seriously sinister
edge, Breakdown is sure to impress both indie kids and disco
divas alike.
Nina Glencross

Lethal
bizzle going out
tonight

“I

T

wanna take a ride on your disco stick” repeats Miss GaGa
in a rather dignified tone. What
follows may be scarily similar to
her previous singles, but LoveGame is nonetheless equally as
undeniably captivating. Check
out the Chew Fu Ghettohouse Fix
remix for a surprise appearance
from Marilyn Manson.
Nina Glencross

he ‘Bizzle’ recently rose to
fame on BB’s Big Mouth,
something which he definitely
has. With incoherent rapping
that makes Dizzee Rascal sound
like Andrew Johnston and a guest
singer whose voice is clearly out
of tune with the ‘phat’ synth
bass, I cannot understand why
Davina loves it so much.
Lady Gaga also has a disco stick
of her own apparently...

Nina Glencross

ALBUM
RELIVE REVIEWS

ALBUM
ALBUMREVIEWS
REVIEWS
the boxer
rebellion union

baddies do the job

I

T

his band sound like an amalgamation of Queens of the Stone
Age, Sparks and Blah Blah Blah (that
band with the catchy Death to the
Indie Disco song a year or so ago).
They have the heavy bass of Queens,
the quirky songs of Sparks and the
energy of Blah Blah Blah. This creates a very energetic sound, especially with their current single Open
One Eye.
However, this same energy doesn’t
carry through to every song and while
there are some single-worthy tracks,
notably Battleships and Holler for my
Holiday, the rest of the album blurs
into one. It’s fast, catchy punk that
doesn’t take itself too seriously. They
have a unique sense of style, all
dressing alike in bright blue shirts
and black trousers, and their videos
are very engaging and hypnotic. Their
video for Open One Eye reminded me
of Look Around You, if you were to
make a video out of scenes from bad
80s science shows.
If this sense of comedy and spectacle crosses over into their live gigs

he aging Massachusetts rock
band’s latest single does not
sound like it came from a band
of forty-somethings.
A perfect example of what can make
guitar-driven rock so addictive,
Pieces solidifies Dinosaur Jr’s
return to prominence, yet the
song’s formulaic nature leaves
something to desire on the accompanying LP.
Eric Deutsch

Lady gagalOVEGAME

Clyn Gallagher

Nina Glencross

T

Black
gold breakdown

t is a truth universally acknowledged amongst god and man that
the band with the most dynamic
name will inevitably prove the most
bland. But the second half of Union
is an improvement, as the jangly guitar steps aside and allows the drums
to keep the beat, and Spitting Fire
hints that The Boxer Rebellion could
be more than an Elbow/Radiohead/
Snow Patrol tribute act.
Clyn Gallagher

Baddies: Not so bad once you get
to know them...
then this could give Baddies their
edge over similar bands. An energetic and erratic live set to match the
energy and playful nature of their
songs might make up for an album
that starts off very promising, but
doesn’t quite live up to expectations.
A band to keep an eye on.

Rhianna Humphrey

The Boxer Rebellion: Seemingly
only one quarter hardcore

Amanda palmerEdinburgh,
picture house
22/08/09

A

s the house lights dimmed in the
Picture House, the faint sound
of slurring bass began the enticing melody of The Dresden Dolls’
(Amanda’s previous band) Missed
Me. From the balcony’s staircase, an
ever so slightly tipsy Amanda drunkenly conducted the music before
disappearing into the audience. As
the music and atmosphere grew, the
brass band known as The Horndogs
and Amanda herself finally appeared
on stage. Taking her place behind her
keyboard as the brass came to an
abrupt stop, she carried on the melody as the crowd roared at the excitement of such a rare choice of opener.

Once upon a time there was a
man, duh

After stabbing out some tracks from
her debut solo album Who Killed Amanda Palmer she read a passage from her
similarly titled accompanying book,
the writer of which is Neil Gaiman
who just so happened to take the
stage to read another short passage.
After treating fans to a new song,
Amanda performed the Dolls’ classic Coin-Operated Boy. After mistakenly messing up the lyrics, she
acknowledged it and continued. The
crowd cheered. This is why Amanda
is so loved. She does not try to be
something she is not. She is simply an artist, a unique talented
human being, always completely
honest and open with her fans.
As a pre-encore closer, The Horndogs joined Amanda on stage for
the bombastic Leeds United, a sound
explosion which left everyone more
than satisfied. Amanda then soared
straight into the encore with the controversially popular Oasis and closed
with an astounding cover of Let The
Sunshine In. With a full stage of musicians and singers, the whole venue
was filled with an amazing atmosphere. As the lady of the moment
left at the tail of a musical conga, the
show came to a close as an thrilling
buzz swept the room proving that,
even as a soloist, this woman can still
pull off one hell of a show. Kudos.
Nina Glencross
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DEATH OF A POP STAR

How will you remember the King of Pop? brig’s Music Editor, Josh Brogan, explores the
legacy of Michael Jackson.

T

he big gossip on
everyone’s lips this
summer has been the
death of Michael Jackson. The undisputed King
of Pop has undeniably
shaped the course of
music in the past three
decades. However in order
to really gauge the life of
the troubled star it is less
important to recount his
rise to fame and better to
focus on how his fame will
continue to grow postmortem.
There is an eerie familiarity to Michael Jackson’s
death. Like Elvis and Sid
Vicious, his death involved
an overdose of drugs (but
unlike Elvis, MJ’s death
was distinctly toilet-free).
At this stage it is unclear
where the responsibility
of the death lies but one
thing is certain; a life
of drug use seems to go
hand in hand with being
a great musician. This
probably stems from a
need to expand creatively,
or maybe as a direct
reaction to the pressure
of worldwide fame and
harassment. Although at
this point it remains a
mystery,
Michael Jackson

was not portrayed, to
the public at least, as
a recreational drug
user who lived life to
the extreme and whilst
modern musicians, the
Pete Dohertys and Amy
Winehouses of this world,
may find themselves the
subject of scrutiny for
their behavior, it was
never something which
seemed to trail the MJ
saga
Additionally it is
unclear at this stage
whether his death
was intentional or
accidental. It is
clear that there is
some ambiguity
of whether or not
he was purposely
given an overdose.
This is a strange
shadow of the death
of Nirvana’s front
man Kurt Cobain, since
there were many who
believed, and still believe
that he was murdered at
the hands of Courtney
Love. Whether or not this
conspiracy holds any
truth is up to personal
opinion. The possibility
that Michael Jackson
was murdered cannot
be ignored, after all

recent public opinion of
him provided more than
enough reason.
This ponders the question:

Will Michael be remembered as a Pop King
or (alleged) pedophile?
The latter may initially
seem more likely. Almost

every person you know
probably has an opinion
about whether he was or
wasn’t, regardless of your
opinion. It is the topic that
dominates any conversation about him. Where
there used to be discussions about whether Billie
Jean or Thriller was
better, it now devolves
to arguments over
whether or not he has
(had) ‘undesirable’
sexual desires. However if you stop to
think for a moment
and consider how
the other famous
artists’ legacies
have continued, you
realize it all stems
from the moment of
death.
Elvis is remembered as overweight
and cocaine fuelled
whilst Sid Vicious is
thought of as a brilliant
musician who died too
young in a drug induced
coma. Now when most
people would claim it was
a tragedy that the Sex
Pistols’ bassist died so
young, consider for a moment the notion that Elvis
and MJ died too late.
Because of the nature

of Michael Jackson’s final
years he will go down in
history as a pedophile.
Whether or not the claim
is true is not important,
that is how he will be
remembered. Even if that
particular area of his life
is disregarded he will
still be seen as someone
that bleached their skin,
held their child out of a
window and had more
than his share of plastic
surgery. However, none of
this is important because
overshadowing it all is the
fact that Michael Jackson
was the most famous and
influential single person
in the history of Pop Music, and only because he
reaches a peak of importance far and away beyond
Sid Vicious, Kurt Cobain,
Jimi Hendrix, and even
Elvis will the memory of
him as the greatest pop
artist be allowed to overshadow anything else that
occurred during the troubled times that plagued
the end of his life. Yes, he
will be remembered as
a pedophile, but he will
be remembered as a Pop
God first.

What’s On
Reloaded 2
Tolbooth, Stirling, Sept 25th
Jenna Reid Band
Tolbooth, Stilring, Sept 26th
Twin Atlantic
Studio 24, Edinburgh, Oct 2nd
The Maccabees
ABC, Glasgow, Oct 9th
The All-American Rejects
Barrowlands, Glasgow, Oct 18th
Maximo Park
Barrowlands, Glasgow, Nov 7th
Yeah Yeah Yeahs
SECC, Glasgow, Dec 4th

Fancy writing
for Music?

Come along to one
of our Monday
meetings in 2W1
Cottrell at 7pm, or
just email us at:
music@brignewspaper.
com
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Twin Atlantic

Scotland’s hottest new alt-rockers are set for big things. Music Editor Nina Glencross caught up with bassist Ross McNae before
the band’s homecoming gig at the ABC in Glasgow to chat about touring, recording in LA and their debut mini-album Vivarium.

I

t’s been a long and amazing journey
for the band. Just how much have
you sacrificed to make it all happen?
For ages we had to sacrifice having money and being able to actually do anything. It’s just been a
bit of a battle because we haven’t
had any money for rent so we’d just
be scraping together what we can,
but we’ve got family and friends
who are really supportive of what
we’re trying to do. But it’s not actually been that hard, it’s been great.
You’ve supported bands such as Biffy
Clyro, The Subways and now Taking
Back Sunday. Who has been your
favourite band to tour with so far?
Probably The Subways. There’s
like a comradery and everybody
always takes you under their
wing but The Subways were just

so nice to us and invited to do
stuff with them in Europe aswell.

Your live performances have been
described
as
‘show-stopping’.
What elements do you feel are
most important in creating that
‘show-stopping’
atmosphere?
One of our guitar techs used to say
“Play as if your life depends on it”.
If you’re going to get involved and
get into the music, then you might
as well get into it properly and make
it exciting to watch. Unless you’re
like, for example, Mogwai who are
renowned for being unbelievable
live, you’re not going to sound as
good. You just have to put every
single little bit of effort into it.
You recorded Vivarium in Los Angeles, California. That’s a long

way from Glasgow. So how much
impact did your surroundings
have on the creation of the record?
Well most of the music and lyrics
were actually written before we got
there. It’s probably really good not to
be in the same environment because
when we’re in our little practice room,
we were playing and writing about
the same things: it’s the same view
outside the window, the same cafe
you go to downstairs. So it was good
to break out of that and go somewhere new, it made things fresher.

Yeah, like your video for your single
Lightspeed, filmed in the desert. What
exactly was that huge colourful hill?
We saw it in the middle of the desert and stopped to have a look at
it. We met a guy who said that he
had been called by God to go to the

desert for a week. That was 25 years
ago. He’s still there and the calling
from God was to build this church
in the desert. So he got loads of
bales of hay and painted over it. It’s
so ridiculous but it’s cool to have
that much dedication to something.

Where did the idea of the Vivarium
artwork
come
from?
The cover was Sam’s (McTrusty, singer/guitarist) idea, I took the photos
and we gave them to other people
who added their input and now it’s
taken on a life of its own. The idea
roughly was that for ages the lyrics
were really personal to Sam, making
our song writing very inward, as if
trapped inside this vivarium. We’re
smashing it on the back cover to
metaphorically show how we’re trying to break out from our comfort

By Nina Glencross

Music Editor

STIRLING MEDIA: MUSIC MATTERS

AIR3

Stirling Student Radio

Stirling University’s very own student radio station is back and bigger than ever as
new Station Manager Andy Cuthbertson and new Heads of Music, Keiba and Grant
set to take the beautifully revamped station by storm. With a whole host of brand
new bands and artists lined up for live sessions on Air3’s Brand Spanking New Music
Show from Make Sparks and The Whisky Works to Penguins Kill Polar Bears and
Bronto Skylift, there is literally something for everyone and the new committee
will be aiming to get more students listening and getting involved by any means.
Air3 is also heavily involved in the organisation of the Stirling Student Union’s
indie alternative night Transmission which not only include those performing live sessions at the station but also the return of Jocasta Sleeps and Lions.Chase.Tigers. aswell as The Ray Summers and I See Shapes. Check
out their MySpace or Facebook pages for more details on Air3’s
Brand Spanking New Music Show and Transmission. Air3 is set
to be massive this year so get listening and get involved!

Although AirTV have
given us many great things,
one thing they lacked was musical
panache. But fret no more as AirTV’s
Music Team, Phil and Leigh, have come to
the rescue to bring you all the best in new music.
From interviews to intimate live sessions from a diverse
range of bands and musicians, the Music Team are set to
bring us many great things. Says Head of Music, Phil Robinson, “I want to keep students informed of the local music scenes in
Stirling, Glasgow and Edinburgh so they can go support the little man.
And if that isn’t enough for the music lovers, I’m intending to get a fortnightly
news and reviews show off the ground.” With collaborations with both Brig Music and the Air3 Music Team, they can do no wrong! “But of course all this can’t
happen by itself; we need the help of Stirling students who are passionate about
their music and who want to be a part of the experience” continues Phil. So get
watching and get involved!

Stirling Student Television

AIRTV

zone and put ourselves out there.

Lastly, what are your hopes and expectations upon the release of Vivarium and for the future of the band?
I think I’d be lying if I said that I
didn’t want it to do really well. I probably shouldn’t say this but I don’t really care if people want to download
it for free. At the moment we’re still
a really small band so I just want literally as many people as possible to
hear us. We’ll reach a wider amount
of people and as long as people like
the music and keep coming to the
shows we’ll always keep playing.

Vivarium is out now. Check our
‘What’s On’ section to find out
where the band are playing soon

On My

iPod
Gavin Hugh is brig’s Head of
Production and
AirTV’s brand new
Station Manager!
Says Gavin, “Having an eclectic taste in music reflects
my eccentric personality.
Music and I are more casual
acquaintances than lifelong
friends, but I still greatly
enjoy its company.”
Dizzee Rascal – Bonkers

Kid Cudi vs. Crookers –
Day N Nite
Snow Patrol – The Planets
Bend Between Us
Foo Fighters – The
Pretender
Katy Perry – Hot N Cold
Tinchy Stryder –
Number 1

