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Church in turmoil
as Cardinal resigns
MARELLE WILSON

Reports of the Loch Ness Monster’s
lesser-known cousin have been discovered by researchers.
The writings, dating back to 1902, were
gathered by people living near Loch
Morar, in the Lochaber area of the Highlands, by Alexander Carmichaell.
“Morag” is a mysterious creature said to
inhabit the depths of the loch.
One tale paints her as a mermaidlike character with flowing hair, while
another tells of a grim reaper whose
sighting was viewed as a death omen.

Murray’s 5-star turn

CHIEF NEWS REPORTER

Britain’s most senior Roman Catholic cleric has resigned following allegations of inappropriate behaviour
dating back over 30 years.
The Scottish Catholic Church made
the announcement yesterday that Cardinal Keith O’Brien will step down
from his post as Archbishop of St
Andrews and Edinburgh, following
the launch of an investigation by the
Vatican.
Cardinal O’Brien said in a statement yesterday: “The Holy Father has
now decided that my resignation will
take effect today.”
The Cardinal should have been travelling to the Vatican this week to help
choose the next Pope when Benedict
XVI stands down on 28 February, but
he will now not be participating in the
vote, leaving Britain unrepresented.
He said: “I do not wish media attention in Rome to be focussed on me
- but rather on Pope Benedict XVI and
on his successor.
“However, I will pray with them
and for them that, enlightened by the
Holy Spirit, they will make the correct choice for the future good of the
Church.”
The Cardinal also said: “I have
valued the opportunity of serving the
people of Scotland and overseas in
various ways since becoming a priest.
“Looking back over my years of
ministry: For any good I have been
able to do, I thank God. For any failures, I apologise to all whom I have
offended.”
The Cardinal was due to attend
the traditional mass at St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh on Sunday, but
Bishop Robson of St Andrews and
Edinburgh Archdiocese appeared in
his place.
Bishop Robson made a statement at
the cathedral. He said: “A number of
allegations of inappropriate behaviour
have been made against the cardinal.
“As always in times of need such as
this we cannot not be saddened by the
events of the last 24 hours.
“It is the Lord that we turn to now in
times of need.”
Claims against Cardinal O’Brien
were made to the Pope’s representa-

Nessie’s wee cousin

Scottish tennis player Andy Murray has
purchased a former hotel in Perthshire.
The US Open and Olympic champion
plans to renovate Cromlix House Hotel
into a 15-room, five-star
getaway, creating
up to 40 jobs. The
hotel served as the
wedding venue for
Murray’s brother
Jamie in 2010 and
is set to open next
spring ahead of the
Ryder Cup.

April Jones trial
The trial of a man over the abduction
and murder of missing five-year-old
April Jones has been adjourned.
Mark Bridger, 47, also denies attempting to pervert the course of justice following her disappearance in Machynlleth, Powys, last year.
The judge at Mold Crown Court
heard an application from his defence
and the case is now expected to begin
on April 29.
April was last seen in October last
year when she was playing on her bike
outside her home on the Brynygog
estate.

Madonna in rich list

SORRY: Cardinal Keith O’Brien was to travel to the Vatican this week to help choose the next Pope
tive in the UK, Antonio Mennini, the
week before 11 February.
Three priests and one former priest
from the diocese of St Andrews and
Edinburgh made the allegations, dating back over 30 years, demanding the
74-year-old’s immediate resignation.
The Scottish Catholic church leader
allegedly made an inappropriate approach towards the unnamed former
priest, who was 20 years old at the
time of the alleged incident, when he
was a seminarian at St Andrew’s College, Drygrange in 1980.
The complainant, who is now married, says he resigned as a priest when
Cardinal O’Brien was first made a
bishop.

‘For any failures, I
apologise to all those I
have offended.’
CARDINAL O’BRIEN

He reportedly says in his statement:
“I knew then he would always have
power over me. It was assumed I left
the priesthood to get married. I did
not. I left to preserve my integrity.”
A second statement from another
complainant says he was living in
a parish when he was visited by
O’Brien, and inappropriate contact
took place between them.
The priest said: “You have to understand the relationship between a bishop and a priest. At your ordination,
you take a vow to be obedient to him.
“He’s more than your boss, more
than the CEO of your company.”

MORE ON PAGE 2

BUSINESS: Pound loses value against dollar after credit rating downgrade - page 10

Popstar Madonna has been named the
highest-paid musician in 2012 by trade
publication Billboard.
The star beat Bruce
Springsteen and Pink
Floyd founder Roger
Waters, taking home
$34.6m (£26.1m) from
her 88-date MDNA
world tour.
“The Boss” Bruce
Springsteen came a
close second.

Man’s body found
The body of a man found in a field on
the Isle of Lewis has been identified as
Neil MacLean.
Also known as Peels, the 37-year-old
had not been seen at his home in the
village of Parkend since Friday.
Police said they were not treating his
death as suspicious.
A report will be sent to the procurator fiscal.
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Horsemeat scandal gallops on
CALLUM CARSON

NEWS CORRESPONDENT
Scottish rural affairs secretary Richard Lochhead travelled to Brussels
yesterday as European agricultural
ministers met to discuss the horsemeat
scandal.
The meeting came on the back of
new revelations that horsemeat has
been found in Ikea meatballs in the
Czech Republic. The retailer has now
withdrawn the sale of its meatballs to
more than a dozen European countries,
including France and the U.K. after
they confirmed that the same batch had
been sent to numerous countries.
An Ikea spokesman said that internal
tests carried out two weeks ago had not
revealed any horsemeat in their products, but that new tests carried out following this new revelation.
More than 760 kg of the meatballs
were intercepted and stopped from
reaching Czech shelves.
Nestle have also confirmed that they
found horse DNA in meat from Spanish
supplier, Servocar.
Last week, councils throughout Scotland were advised to stop serving fro-

NEIGH WAY: Ikea meatballs
become the latest victim of
Europe’s horsemeat scandal.

zen beef products after a burger in the
kitchen of Cumbernauld High School
was found to contain horse DNA.
On Saturday, the Scottish Parliament
confirmed that catering giant Sodexo
had recently supplied burgers to Holyrood.
A parliamentary spokeswoman said
that, while written assurance was received from Sodexo that supplies to

Holyrood were not affected, its beef
burgers have been taken off the menu
there as a precautionary measure.
Schools, council leisure facilities and
some social care homes have been told
to not use any current stocks of frozen
beef and not to order anymore from caterers Scotland Excel.
The traceability and labelling of the
meat is set to be high on the agenda,

with France and Germany both calling
for compulsory labelling.
The saga started last month when
several beef products in the UK and
Ireland tested positive for horse DNA.
Since then supermarkets across the
continent have been forced to withdraw
meals from their shelves.
At least a dozen countries are now
known to have been affected by the
scandal, with Italy joining the list on
Saturday.
A spokesman for Mr. Lochhead said
: “The Scottish government is taking
action to respond to consumer concerns but we also need a co-ordinated
response at a European level too.”
Owen Paterson, UK Environment
Secretary echoed those calls stating that
he would “continue to insist on concrete, co-ordinated action right across
Europe.”
Meanwhile, the Scottish Government
has also indicated it will hold a summit
with local authorities to look at ways of
improving the standard of food served
in schools, including changing the way
ingredients are sourced.
The investigation has suggested that
the wide scale contamination of the
meat is likely to have been the work of
a criminal conspiracy.

Cartoon of the day ...
O’BRIEN: Left post weeks early

Cardinal
steps down
FROM FRONT PAGE
He has immense power over you. He
can move you, freeze you out, bring
you into the fold … he controls every
aspect of your life.”
Reports of “unwanted behaviour”
after late-night drinking were also
made against O’Brien.
The Cardinal, who was due to retire
next month when he turns 75, has contested the claims and is seeking legal
advice on the matter.
Cardinal
Corman
MurphyO’Connor, the former Archbishop of
Westminster, told the BBC’s Andrew
Marr Show he was “very sad” to hear
the claims made against Cardinal
O’Brien.
He said: “There have been other cases which have been a great scandal to
the Church over these past years.
“I think the church has to face up –
has faced up- to some of them very well
indeed.
Cardinal O’Brien, who was born in
Ballycastle, Co Antrim, was ordained a
priest on 3 April 1965 and has been the
Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh since 1985.
He has been an outspoken opponent
of plans to legalise same-sex marriage
and was named “bigot of the year” by
gay rights charity Stonewall last November, prompting a storm of controversy.
He also said he believed priests
should be able to marry and have children if they wished to do so.
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Brave takes Best Animation.
Get the full round-up with our
showbiz experts...

Page 7

WORLD NEWS

- New South Korean president sworn in
- Italian election turnout poor after country
hit by snow storms

Page 10

FEATURE

- One Direction mash-up of Blondie and
The Undertones classics bring generations
together.

Page 9

Live updates from the team at our brand new website
WWW.CALEDONIANCHRONICLE.WORDPRESS.COM

TUESDAY 26TH FEBRUARY

CALEDONIAN CHRONICLE

3

Scotland’s
waste water
network to
get upgrade
SEAN LAFFERTY
News Correspondent
GLASGOW’S elderly drainage and
waste water network is to be upgraded
with a £250m investment.
Scottish Water is starting the five-year
programme of work which will continue to improve river water quality and
the natural environment of the River
Clyde.
The publicly owned company claim
the investment will support about 500
jobs and up to 50 new apprentices. It is
the first stage of a planned programme
to upgrade Greater Glasgow’s waste
water infrastructure and further significant investment is being identified
which could see a total of £0.5 billion
being invested.
The upgrade plans follow years of
study by the Metropolitan Glasgow
Strategic Drainage Partnership, which
includes Scottish Water, the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency and
Glasgow City Council.
Scottish Water’s Asset Management
Director, Geoff Aitkenhead said: “We
are delighted to be starting this massive investment in the Glasgow area’s
waste water infrastructure which will
transform the network and make it fit
for the 21st century, help protect the
natural environment and meet the needs
of growth and development.”
Deputy First Minister and MSP for
Glasgow Southside, Nicola Sturgeon
said: “I am delighted to support this essential investment which is being taken
forward in partnership with local authorities and SEPA. This £250 million
is a first step in a much larger investment programme to improve Glasgow’s
drainage and sewerage infrastructure.
“This investment is essential to Glasgow’s economic prosperity. It will improve the environment and ensure that
new customers can connect to this essential public service.
Upgrades will be made to around 200
sewer pipes, as well as safety valves
used to control waste water during
heavy rainfall along the River Clyde
and tributaries such as the River Kelvin
and White Cart Water at a cost of about
£105 million. Waste water improvements in the south west of Glasgow to
remove excess surface water will also
take place.

on DUTY: Nurses in Glasgow have been given a boost by the Scottish Government as numbers increase across the country

Future nursing courses secured
SEAN LAFFERTY
News Correspondent
Nursing and midwifery courses at
Glasgow Caledonian University have
been secured for the next few years
after a Scottish Government announcement.
The Cabinet Secretary for Health Alex
Neil broke the news that the number of
student nurses and midwives entering
degree programmes is to increase by
100 this year across Scotland.
Glasgow Caledonian’s deputy head
of the department of health & community sciences, Douglas Allan said: “We
are delighted with the Scottish Government’s announcement that student
numbers in nursing and midwifery will
increase this year.”
“As a result we will not see a reduction
in staff and we will be able to accommodate an increase in students registering for our courses which have proved
to be very popular.”
“As a department, it allows us to con-

tinue bringing through more nurses
and midwifes; two professions that are
incredibly important to our National
Health Service. We have been fortunate
as a department that we have not had to
make any cuts over the last few years,
but we are hoping that the courses will
now be able to attract even more students.
“Courses in nursing and midwifery at
Glasgow Caledonian are well thought
of and we hope can become the country’s foremost institute in offering these
courses.
“Places for students at Glasgow Caledonian were frozen for four consecutive years, so this announcement from
the Health Secretary is a welcome and
timely one”.
Nursing is currently offered at various institutions throughout Scotland,
including Glasgow University and the
University of the West of Scotland and
the government believes training more
people in nursing and midwifery will
benefit the health service’s workforce
in the years to come.
Overall student intake for 2013-14 in

Scotland will be 2,530, up from 2,430
for the previous year. The number of
student midwives will also increase
from 100 to 140.
Health Secretary Alex Neil said: “Student intake numbers are set on an annual basis to ensure the number of
students is in line with emerging employment trends in NHS Scotland and
the wider healthcare sector.
“This year, using information from
NHS board workforce planning projections and evidence from Scotland’s
ground-breaking nursing and midwifery workload and workforce planning
tools, the evidence showed that training
more nurses and midwives would benefit the NHS workforce across Scotland
in future years.
“This intake sets a balance between
ensuring the right number of nurses
and midwives for the future while also
minimising the risk of oversupply and
graduate unemployment.”
Director of the Royal College of Midwives (RCM) Scotland, Gillian Smith
said: “We are delighted that the Cabinet
Secretary has announced an increase in

the places for student midwife training
from an annual number of 100 to 140.
“I have been lobbying for this for
some time because many midwives in
Scotland are near to retirement and we
need to ensure that there are enough
midwives coming in at the other end to
replace them.
“We must plan ahead to ensure we
have the right number of midwives in
the system to provide women with the
high level of care that we have come to
expect in Scotland.”
Additional
trade
support
was
also
received
from
UNISON.
Lead Organiser for Nursing Matt
McLaughlin said: “UNISON welcomes
this increase in the student nurse intake
for 2013. We have and will continue to
campaign and work hard to ensure that
Nursing and Midwifery remains a key
component in the future of our NHS.
“Essential to the delivery of that
objective is a steady flow and invest in our student nurse recruits.
We are pleased that the Scottish Government have listened to the compelling
case for more students in 2013.”

BLAZE: Firefighters attended the fire in Paisley which left the building severely damaged

Paisley blaze devastates building
A FIRE that ripped through a Paisley
pub and flats on Sunday morning has
left 24 people homeless.
The blaze starting in the George pub
on the town’s busy Causeyside Street
needed seven fire crews to put it out, including one from Polmadie in Glasgow.
Staff from Renfrewshire Council were
called to work in the middle of the night
to help assist in finding temporary accommodation for the displaced, but no
injuries have been reported.
Area Commander George McGrandles
said: “A fire has seriously damaged flats
above The George public house on the
corner of Causeyside Street and George
Street leaving 24 people homeless and

leading to road closures in the area.
“Building standards officers from the
council and surveyors from the owner’s
insurance company will be assessing
the damage and will decide if the building needs to be demolished.”
Mark Macmillan, leader of the council,
said: “We are all thankful that everyone
is safe and well following this major
blaze.
“The council has an important role in
incidents like this, from providing accommodation for people who have lost
their homes to organising road closures
and ensuring damaged buildings are
made safe.
“Council employees have been work-

ing through the night, alongside their
colleagues from the ‘blue light’ services, to ensure that everyone affected by
the fire has somewhere to stay and that
life in Paisley town centre can get back
to normal as quickly as possible.
“Housing officers will offer support,
advice and assistance to those who have
lost their homes, helping with their medium to longer term housing needs.
“Building standards will keep working
to ensure the area is safe for the public,
our town centre team will liaise with local businesses affected by the blaze and
our roads service will do all it can to
minimise disruption to traffic.”
The cause of the fire is as yet unknown.
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Clegg fights allegations of prior
knowledge of Rennard scandal
SEAN LAFFERTY

NEWS CORRESPONDENT
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg
has denied that the Liberal Democrats
covered up allegations that former party
Chief Executive Lord Rennard behaved
inappropriately to female colleagues.
However, party President Tim Farron
admitted they “screwed it up as a party”
and that the party needed to “look at
itself” after how it handled the claims
when they were first raised.
Farron said: “The one thing I probably
can tell you without going through due
process is that we screwed this up as a
party,” he told the BBC Radio 4 Today
programme.
“There are individuals out there who
we had a duty of care towards and we
did not fulfil that duty of care. That is
something that we have to learn from,
apologise for and make sure it never
happens again.”
Rennard strongly denies the allegations. In a statement, he said: “I note
that these alleged instances supposedly
took place in public bars with other people present.
“I am disappointed and angry that
anonymous accusations from several
years ago are once again being made
public in this manner in a clear attempt
to damage my reputation.
“Let me reiterate that in 27 years working for the Liberal Democrat party, not
a single personal complaint was ever
made against me to my knowledge.”
Embarrassingly for Clegg, it emerged
that Danny Alexander challenged the
peer in 2008 after “indirect” concerns
emerged and has now announced plans
for an independent figure to lead an investigation into how the party looks into
such complaints. Aides to Mr Clegg
said the Deputy Prime Minister did not

CLEGG: The Deputy Prime Minister
know about the inappropriate behaviour
denied allegations that the Liberal
claims till last week.
Democrats covered up knowledge of the Bridget Harris, a former special adviser
scandal
to Mr Clegg, said the peer repeatedly
touched her legs without permission in
a hotel bar at a party conference. The
Channel 4 News programme featured
several women who claimed Lord Rennard touched them inappropriately. One
of them, Alison Smith, a Lib Dem activist who is now a lecturer at Oxford University, said she had spoken to both the
then Lib Dem chief whip Paul Burstow
and the party’s spokeswoman for wom-

en and equality, Jo Swinson, about her
claims, but said no action was taken.
In an interview with BBC Radio Solent Nick Clegg said: “I have nothing
to hide, the party has nothing to hide.
We have to listen to the women who feel
they were not properly listened to and to
get to the truth.”
Lord Rennard was a key strategist who
advised several Liberal Democrat leaders and masterminded several by-election victories including the Dunfermline
and West Fife by-election in 2006, won
by current Scottish Lib-Dem leader

Willie Rennie. Rennard stood down in
2009 citing health reasons and at the
party conference that year, Clegg paid
particular thanks to the strategist for
shaping the fortunes of the modern day
party’s electoral success.
The scandal could derail the Lib Dems
bid for the Eastleigh by-election on
Thursday, following the resignation of
Chris Huhne, the former minister who
was charged with perverting the course
of justice after pressurising his wife to
take penalty points on her license after
he was caught speeding.

YOUR VIEW
We asked the people of Glasgow: “How do
you plan to save for the future?”

Craig Anderson, 20, bank
clerk: “I’m doing a share
saving in work. Part of my
wages every month comes
off and goes into that. But
I’m still paying off student
loans from University so
I’m a bit cash strapped.”
James Sharp, 28, unemployed : “I used to have
savings, but got made
redundant and had to use
them all. It’s hard enough
to get by these days without thinking about saving
for the future.”
Mark Smith, 25, sales
assistant:“I’ve always
been taught by my parents
to save up for a rainy day
and not being able to do
that is very concerning.”
I am worried about my
finances in the future.”

CASH STRAPPED: 20% of Scots have no for the future savings whatsoever

‘Bleak picture’ for millions
of Scots with no life savings
Millions of Scots are failing to
save for the future, a survey by Scottish Widows has shown.

The annual saving and investments report showed that 20%
of Scots have no savings whatsoever and have no current saving plans, and of the 63% who
are managing to save more than
a third have savings of less than
£1000.
The survey also indicated that
nearly a third of Scottish respondents with families had
loaned “a substantial amount”
to their children, often to simply
help them meet daily living expenses.
Support was also being pro-

vided for higher education and
property purchases, with Scottish parents giving an average
loan of almost £14,000.
The investments company said
the report shows a “bleak picture” of Scotland’s financial future, which could see us unable
to cope with unexpected financial hardship.
Head of savings and investments at Scottish Widows Iain
McGowan said: “Scottish people clearly recognise the importance of saving something
towards their future financial
wellbeing, which is encouraging.
“The importance of build-

ing a safety net for themselves
and their families is a priority,
with 63% of Scottish people
reporting that they managed to
save some money in the last 12
months.
“However, just a quarter of
those people believed they were
saving enough to meet their
long-term needs, with a further
35% saying they would definitely not be achieving this goal.”

Scottish Widows are appealing for
people to start saving from a young
age in order to prepare for the future.
But with student loan rates and university fees young people are finding it more difficult now than ever to
come up with the cash.
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£130,000 to move
phone cable box
TWO Glasgow businessmen have been told to
pay £130,000 to have a cable box removed from
a property they are developing.
Jim Agnew and Imran Ahmed, have permission
from Glasgow City Council to turn the property
on Altyre Road in the East End into a café.The
move has had to be put on hold because of a twoyear dispute ove a grey Virgin Media container at
the front of the building.
The men have been told that it will cost them
£131,229 to have the cable box moved just six
feet.
Mr Agnew, 70, from King’s Park said: “The only
thing we needed to move was the box because it
is taking up the whole front where the entrance
would be.”
Virgin Media said it would not be contributing
to the cost but, as a goodwill gesture, are offering
free wi-fi to the site during the time of the
Commonwealth Games.
The spokesman said: “We would be delighted to
provide free wi-fi to this site so it could become a
great community hub.”

Woman jailed for
killing boyfriend
A woman has been jailed for 10 years after being
found guilty for stabbing her boyfriend to death
at her flat in Jackson Court, Coatbridge.
Shaniece Dobson had originally been charged
with murdering Sean Martin but was found guilty
of culpable homicide by a jury last month.
The judge passing sentence said the fatal attack
had been “deliberate and wicked”.
At her trial the jury said that Dobson had
stabbed the 21-year-old victim after finding out
that he had contacted an ex-girlfriend.
The incident lead to Mr Martin receiving
damage to his lungs, windpipe and main artery.
Lord Boyd of Duncansby told Dobson: “There is
no doubt this was a deliberate and wicked act of
the utmost gravity.”
The judge went on to say that what made the
event worse was it had happened in front of Mr
Martin’s younger siblings Ann, 17 and Paul, 15.
The judge said he had read statements from the
victim’s family which spoke of how proud they
were of Mr Martin, an amateur boxer.
Lord Boyd said: “Nothing I can do can
compensate them for their loss.”
The court also heard that once Dobson leaves
prison she should be kept under supervision for a
further year.

MEMORIES: The Odeon holds a special place in the hearts of Glaswegians of all generations
The re-development of the former Odeon
cinema and Paramount music venue got
underway today. Workers are now on-site
emptying out the B-listed building, which
opened in 1934 and hosted stars such as Sir
Cliff Richard and the Beatles.
The building was sold as part of a £60 million
development plan last year and will see most
of the venue knocked down.

The people of Glasgow were reminiscent
when talking about the demolition of one of
the city’s most famous landmarks.
Billy McKenzie, 78, said “I’m very sad to see
it go. That was where me and my wife had
our first date, but she gave the chocolates I
bought her to her mother.”
It seems to be a popular spot for old romantics as Brian Carruthers and his wife Mary

shared their memories. “Our first night out
was at the Odeon. We weren’t married at
that stage, but we pretended so we could get
drunk.”
The building has lain empty since the cinema
closed in 2006 and will become 143,000 sq.ft
of office and retail space.
The project is expected to be completed by
December 2014.
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DETERMINED: Park Geun-hye intends to build trust between the Korean nations to improve security situation

New South-Korean President wants to
improve relationship with neighbours
MARK GOOD
THE first woman to lead South Korea
has promised to revive the economy
after being sworn in yesterday.
New President Park Geun-hye
replaces Lee Myung-bak, of the same
Saenuri Party, forced to step down by
South Korean law after five years in
charge.
Ms Park took an oath in front of
tens of thousands of people and in her
inauguration speech, said she would
“not tolerate any action that threatens
the lives of our people and the security
of our nation.”

The pledge came after a North
Korean nuclear test on February 12,
increasing tensions in the region.
The test, which was condemned
worldwide, directly went against UN
sanctions imposed on the communist
nation for conducting nuclear tests in
2006 and 2009.
Technically, North and South Korea
are still at war as the Korean War
ended in an armistice in 1953, not a
peace treaty.
The conflict ended after the UN
command, fighting on behalf of South
Korea, signed the armistice with North
Korea and China.
South Korea is one of Washington’s closet allies in the region, and

is currently hosting a number of US
military bases with more than 28,500
American troops. Ms Park said: “Trust
can be built through dialogue and by
honouring promises that have already
been made.”
“It is my hope that North Korea will
abide by international norms and make
the right choice so that the trust-building process on the Korean Peninsula
can move forward.”
South Korea is facing an aging
population and demands for wealth to
be distributed more fairly.
Ms Park said she intended to help
small business flourish: “By rooting out various unfair practices and
rectifying the misguided habits of the

past, we will provide active support
to ensure that everyone can live up to
their fullest potential.”
Park’s inauguration ceremony
held at the National Assembly was
witnessed by foreign dignitaries like
US National Security Adviser Tom
Donilon and Japanese Deputy Prime
Minister Taro Aso.
Ms Park is the daughter of Park
Chung-hee, who ruled South Korea for
almost two decades.
The 61-year-old became the country’s first lady after her mother was
murdered by a North Korean gunman
in 1974.
Her father was assassinated five
years later.

Turnout drops in frosty Italian general elections

national election in 2008. The drop is
partly thought to be a result of bad
weather; it was Italy’s first post-war
POLLS closed in Italy yesterday after election to be held in the winter.
two days of voting in the country’s
Results are keenly awaited by
general elections.
Italy’s eurozone partners, eager to
Latest unofficial estimates gave
see if the country maintains its policy
Pier Luigi Bersani’s centre-left alliof austerity measures.
ance a slight lead ahead of ex-Prime
The cutbacks have caused conMinister Silvio Berlusconi.
siderable resentment within Italy,
Voting took place for the upper
and current Prime Minister Mario
and lower houses with Lombardy, the Monti appears to be trailing behind
nation’s wealthiest state and a longhis rivals.
time Berlusconi stronghold, playing a
Comedian Beppe Grillo’s anticritical role.
establishment movement is expected
Turnout in the elections was
to gain the protest vote. His support
55%, lower than the country’s last
has increased following a series of

MARK GOOD

political scandals in the country.
However, he vowed not to go into a
coalition with any of the main parties if elected, leading to worries of a
political stalemate developing in the
country.
Mr Bersani’s lead in opinion polls
could give him control of the lower
house but it could prove more difficult for him to gain control of the
Senate, decided by regional votes.
If victorious, it looks likely he
will try to form an alliance with Mr
Monti to form a new, stable Italian
government.
Italy is a republic with a president
and a bicameral parliament.

The Chamber of Deputies, the
lower house, has 630 elected members.
The Senate, the upper house, has
315 elected members.
An Italian government needs the
consent of both houses in order to
govern.
Members of both houses are
elected for a five-year term.
On Sunday, Silvio Berlusconi was
confronted by three women from the
Ukrainian feminist group Femen as
he entered a polling station in Milan.
The women removed their sweaters revealing the message “enough of
Silvio” written on their bodies.

Qatari poet
sentence cut

A QATARI poet sentenced to life in
prison for supporting the overthrow
of the government has had his sentence cut.
Mohammed al-Ajami’s jail term was
reduced to 15 years, according to his
lawyer.
Mr Ajami was convicted of insulting
Qatari’s rulers in a poem he wrote
in 2010 criticising the Emir, Sheikh
Hamad al-Thani.
However, it’s believed the authorities
were angered by a poem he wrote in
2011 about authoritarian rule in the
area.
In the poem Tunisian Jasmine, which
appeared on the internet in January
2011, Mr Ajami said: “We are all
Tunisia in the face of the repressive
elite.” He also said all Arab governments were “indiscriminate thieves.”
It is traditional that poets in the Arab
world praise those in power.
Mr Ajami, a father-of-four, admitted
writing the poems but said they were
never intended to be offensive.
He said: “We have a good country
and a good man.
“The emir is not Saddam or Gaddafi.
He doesn’t have a black heart but he
is surrounded by those who want to
please him.”
Mr Ajami was arrested on November
16 in Doha and spent five months in
solitary confinement, with no access
to books, television or any writing
material.
Family and friends only found out
where Mr Ajami was in September
2012.
Freedom of expression is under strict
control in Qatar. The country has
long been criticised for its human
rights record.

Israel tests
new missile

ISRAEL successfully tested its new
anti-missile system for the first time
yesterday.
The project, called Arrow 3, was tested
in a joint operation with US forces and
is intended to provide protection to
Israel from an Iranian strike.
A Ministry spokesman said: “The
success of the test is an important
milestone in the operational capabilities
of the state of Israel to be able to defend
itself against threats in the region.”
The system detects incoming missiles
and uses a second missile to destroy it.
Arrow 3 is intended to form part of
Israel’s multi-layered defence shield.
The mechanism will exist along with
the Arrow 2 system, the US-Israeli
David’s Sling medium-range defence
system and the home-grown Iron Dome.
The latter knocked down 421 of 1,354
short-range missiles fired in the recent
Gaza conflict, according to officials.
Of those that landed, 58 hit urban areas
while the rest fell in open fields, causing no damage.
Defence officials claim that, because
Arrow 3 can attack the missiles in
space, it could cause nuclear and chemical warheads to crumble safely.
The Arrow is produced jointly by Israel
Aerospace Industries and Chicagobased Boeing.
According to Israeli officials, yesterday’s test was unrelated to growing
tension in the area.
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Features
Students:
not always
just a leech
on society

1D’s School of Rock

YOUNG PUNKS: Pop upstarts One Direction performing their mash up of ‘One Way Or Another’ and ‘Teenage Kicks’ at the Brit Awards.
NINA GLENCROSS
FEATURES EDITOR
At last week’s Brit Awards in London,
those fresh-faced X-Factor commodities
One Direction debuted their mash-up
cover of Blondie’s ‘One Way Or Another’
and The Undertones ‘Teenage Kicks’.
“Two great songs destroyed in minutes,” I thought. And to make matters
worse, they’ve just gone and got another
Number 1 spot in the charts from it.
One Direction, of course, aren’t strangers in the art of destroying a good song
with their fresh, smooth, auto-tuned pop.
Recent ‘victims’ have included Oasis’
‘Wonderwall’ and Kings of Leon’s ‘Use

Somebody’.
But is it really that bad when they’re
bringing their young fans’ attention to
these songs and helping to broaden their
musical knowledge and taste?
Is it really worth complaining about
a bunch of teenagers ruining the song
you used to play over and over in your
bedroom at their age, when a mash-up of
two punk classics, albeit quite a poorly
produced interpretation, are back in the
charts, even reaching the top stop? Not
particularly.
Picture the scene: A family of four sat
in their small living room watching the
Brit Awards when suddenly One Direction appear on screen, jumping around,
pushing each other, being their general
fake chummy selves.

The kids are in their element, fawning over Harry Styles and co whilst the
parents sit back wondering where it all
went wrong.
But what’s that? Is that, what’s her
face? Blondie! Mum used to adore Debbie Harry, her teenage idol. Then dad
sits up on his seat as the sound of The
Undertones’ ‘Teenage Kicks’ instantly
transports him back to his days as a
young punk. Two generations brought
together instantly in minutes.
Remember when Britney covered ‘I
Love Rock ‘N’ Roll’? Or when McFly
covered Queen’s ‘Don’t Stop Me Now?’
Terrible versions, all of them, but one
positive (porbably the only positive) to
come from popstars’ shoddy takes on
great rock songs is that it brings them

AD

back into the mainstream and the attention of the masses.
In some cases, it can spark those who
are particularly angry about the cover to
campaign against it by buying the original in protest. We saw that happen when
Alexandra Burke’s cover of ‘Halleluah’
had both the Jeff Buckley and Leonard
Cohen versions creeping up behind it
when it became Christmas Number 1 in
2008.
Don’t get me wrong, One Direction’s
Blondie/Undertones cover is still an
abomination.
But if it brings good music to the attention of a younger audience and helps
the older generation reconnect with the
music of today then I don’t think it’s fair
to be completely against it.

NINA GLENCROSS
FEATURES EDITOR
Students. What are they like? Drinking
all night, sleeping all day, only to turn
up to a 3pm lecture in yesterday’s
scruffy jeans and t-shirt, far too hung
over to take notes. We know this
because many of us have experienced it
first hand, or seen the way our students
have been portrayed in the media.
Leeches on society, spending
mummy and daddy’s money on fishbowls and Jägerbombs, coming out the
other end of three years (four years
if you can score an Honours degree)
with nothing but a 2:1 in some Mickey
Mouse degree like Social Sciences or
Computer Games Technology.
And then what? What life skills do
we take away from our time at university besides learning how not to set fire
to the communal kitchen when making
beans on toast, or how to cram in a
whole semester’s worth of lecture notes
into our brain a mere few hours before
our final exam?
Our degrees aren’t worth a damn
and this is all we can take away from
student life? Fantastic.
But is it really always like this? Of
course not. Every student is different,
their background, their motivation, life
ambitions. The doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers and researchers of the
future are all currently working their
way through university, opting for
study sessions over binge drinking sessions in order to achieve their end goal,
hoping they don’t just burn themselves
out in the process.
Yes, many plan to spend four years
studying English Literature or Philosophy just because they can, because
their parents and/or their government
will pay for it as they sit back trying
to complete one more mission on COD
before starting that 2,500 word essay
on Hemingway due the next morning.
But what about those of us who
didn’t have this privilege yet didn’t
want our financially humble workingclass backgrounds to stand in the way
of us and our perhaps-slightly-unrealistic career prospects?
Those are the ones who will put
in the work required, knowing that
every lecture missed is money down
the drain, that every exam passed is a
step further to a brighter future that
doesn’t have to end behind a McDonalds Drive-Thru Checkout.
These students, most likely working
part-time on evenings and weekends
to get them through their studies,
don’t take their time at university for
granted, it is a means to an end.
On top of that, there’s also all the
voluntary work experience they’ll have
to do in order to make contacts and
gain the essential skills needed to make
them stand out and compete in their
chosen career field so if that means no
late night sessions at the student union
on £1 shot nights, then so be it. You
can’t have everything.
So perhaps it’s time we stop giving
students such a hard time and, instead,
encourage them to become more motivated and unleash their full potential.
Yes, many of them can perhaps be
described as a drain on the system,
which, in these hard financial times, is
something the country doesn’t need.
But we must not forget those who
are at university in a hope to better
themselves and, eventually, better
society.

Britannia rules at Oscars
British cinema was a big winner
at this year’s Oscars as a host of
movies took home prizes from
the biggest awards ceremony of
the year.
Les Miserables continued their
honours success taking home
three awards on the night.
The film took home trophies for
best make-up and hairstyling and
best sound mixing.
Although the film had been predicted to win the accolade for best
make-up and hairstyling there was

some talk that it should have been
awarded to Peter Swords King,
Rick Findlater and Tami Lane
for The Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey.
Jacqueline Durran, who won a
BAFTA earlier this month, continued the British invasion by taking
home the best costume design
award for Anna Karenina.
Despite being nominated twice
before, for Pride and Prejudice in
2006 and Atonement in 2008, this
was Durran’s first win.

Third time’s a charm
for Daniel Day-Lewis
History was made at this year’s Oscars as Daniel Day-Lewis became the first
person to take home the best actor award for a third time.
The British-born star has been the bookies favourite to win the gong for his
role in Steven Spielberg’s latest hit Lincoln.
Shocked by the win, Day-Lewis said: “I really don’t know how
any of this happened. I do know I’ve received much more
than my fair share of good fortune in my life.”
The actor who is known for his method acting, never
breaks character whilst making a film and, co-star Sally
Field joked about receiving texts from ‘Abraham Lincoln’ whilst making the movie.
During his acceptance speech Day-Lewis thanked his
wife of 16 years for putting up with such behaviour:
“My wife Rebecca has lived with some very strange
men. Luckily she’s the versatile one of the family and
she’s been the perfect companion to all of them.”
The 55-year-old’s previous wins
were for his roles in My Left Foot
(1989) and There Will Be Blood
(2007) and this year’s win means
he has surpassed eight other actors, including Jack Nicholson and
Marlon Brando who have all
received two best actor nods at previous ceremonies.
Another big winner was Christoph
Waltz, who took home his second
best supporting actor award for
Django Unchained, his first
coming in 2009 for Inglorious
Basterds.
After winning he praised his fellow nominees: “I am in awe of the
people who were in my category.”

best dressed

Amy Adams: The best supporting
actress nominee wowed the red
carpet with this stylish and figure
enhancing gown that has fashion
critics everywhere divided.

Jennifer Lawrence: Best actress
winner and new face of Miss Dior,
Jen looked stunning in the simply
structured pale pink gown. From
red carpet favourite Dior.

Kerry Washington: Seemingly

never able to put a fashion foot
wrong, Kerry is once again belle of
the red carpet with this stunningly
elegant piece from Miu Miu.

worst dressed

Melissa McCarthy: The Bridesmaid actress usually knows how to
make the most of her fuller figure
but her most recent choice leaves
oh so much to be desired.

Jane Fonda: She may still have a
body to die for but Jane Fonda really
isn’t making the most of it in this yellow monstrosity. Jane – the 80’s called,
they want their shoulder pads back.

Helena Bonham Carter: There’s

no surprise in seeing the wacky actress
on the worst dressed list. It seems that
although money can buy you many
things, it hasn’t bought Helena a stylist.

Scottish stars help
Brave battle to top
Scotland was back on the movie making map as Disney’s Brave took home the Oscar for best animated
feature film.
Taking over £40m on its opening weekend in June
last year, the film, set in the Scottish Highlands, had
already achieved major success at the BAFTAs and
Golden Globes.
With a host of Scottish stars like Kelly MacDonald,
Robbie Coltrane and Billy Connolly making up the cast,
the film has well and truly been flying the flag for Scottish talent in Hollywood.
Scotland’s First Minister Alex Salmond praised the film for its
wonderful depiction of the country, saying: “I am certain that
winning the top prize in the movie business will now mean it is
seen and enjoyed by even more people right across the world.”

Adele’s Oscar success

Adele’s American achievements continued at the weekend
as she was presented with the Academy Award for best
original song for ‘Skyfall’.
The 24-year-old singer picked up
the prize from the cast of Chicago,
alongside songwriter
Paul Epworth, who
co-wrote the tune with
the songstress.
The pair have already
won a Grammy and
Golden Globe for the
song and Adele was
overwhelmed by the
whole experience.
Holding back tears,
the London-born
singer thanked Epworth for “believing in
me all this time”.
Asked how she’d celebrate, the new mum said
“one glass of champagne
and I’m
gone.”

OSCAR
ROUND-UP

All eyes are you on as you walk to the stage to accept your Oscar
which was not good news for Jennifer Lawrence as she fell on her way to
receive her best actress award.
In response to the standing ovation she got the 22-year-old said:
“This is nuts. You guys are only standing up because I fell and
you feel bad. That was embarrassing.”
Anne Hathaway, who managed
to make it to the stage without a fall, described her best supporting
actress win as “a dream come true”.
The actress who played
Fantine in Les Miserables said she
wouldn’t become complacent now she
has an Oscar on her mantelpiece.
She said: “I’m going to ride
this wave as long as I can, but
I always feel as an actor, gotta
work gotta work gotta work”.
Other big winners include: Argo
(Best Picture), Ang Lee (Best
Director for Life of Pi) and
Quentin Tarantino (Best Original
Screenplay for Django Unchained)
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ONE DIRECTION
SECC, 26-27 FEB, 6.30pm, Tix: £25-£32.50

Lock up your daughters! X-Factor’s boy band sensation One Direction are in town for a two night stand
at Glasgow’s SECC and they are taking no prisoners. Performing hits such as ‘You Don’t Know You’re
Beautiful’, ‘One Thing’ and their brand new cover
mash-up, ‘One Way Or Another/Teenage Kicks’ are
sure to have their legion of young fans screaming
with sheer delirious excitement.

THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW
KING’S THEATRE, 25 FEB-2 MAR,
8pm, Tix: £10-£37.50

Celebrating its 40th Anniversary tour, this
infamous stage show returned to Glasgow
just last night. Starring X-Factor’s Rhydian
as Rocky, the show is bound to get the Glasgow crowd going with sing-a-longs ‘Time
Warp’ and ‘Sweet Transvestite’.

STEPHEN QUIGG
THE ADMIRAL, 26 FEB, 7.30pm, Tix: £8

Scottish Folk singer songwriter and former McCalman Stephen Quigg treats Glasgow to some of his
best loved songs in this intimate gig. Quigg has long
since established himself on the Scottish folk scene
and after more than thirty five years of singing, he is
still dedicated to the music and the songs of Scotland.

@stephenfry
They should serve
pear cider at
Nando’s as well as
apple cider. Then
one could have
perry with periperi …

@mrjimBob - Apparently The
Horsemeat Scandal are on Question
Time tonight. I wonder if they’ll play
anything off the new album.

@SteveMartinToGo Asteroid elevated value of
house; meteorite debased
it. So, pretty much even.

@mrchrisaddison
I imagine Prince
Charles is spending
most of the day
sending his mum
email
links to news stories
about the Pope.

@misterjoeblack today is a pancake day.
the day when people
feel obligated to make
pancakes for jesus...
even if they don’t like
pancakes... or jesus.

@piersmorgan
And now...finally...
time for a cocktail. @VanityFair
#Oscarsparty
@Fearnecotton Tonight is the only
night I wish I had a tv in my bedroom. I’m a book worm usually so
don’t see the point but tonight…

Poem of the day
When I consider how my light is spent
Ere half my days in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide
Lodg’d with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest he returning chide,
“Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?”
I fondly ask. But Patience, to prevent
That murmur, soon replies: “God doth not need
Either man’s work or his own gifts: who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state
Is kingly; thousands at his bidding speed
And post o’er land and ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait.”

@TheEllenShow
Congratulations
Argo! And my two
gorgeous audience
members going to
Elton John’s party!

@kevinbridges86 Just
played Badminton for the
first time since school,
nostalgic. Might do the
bleep test tomorrow, make
rock cakes and build a
spice rack.

What’s on TV
with Nina Glencross

SHAMELESS
The 11th and final series of
this popular drama starts
with the Maguires toasting the expansion of their
empire – Mimi has hijacked
control of the local school
and Shane sets up a new
business venture. Meanwhile, Frank climbs the employment ladder, funding a
new leisure activity.
Channel 4 (10pm)

HEADING OUT
Sue Perkins writes and stars in this
new comedy drama which premieres
tonight. It follows Sara who, on the
evening of her 40th birthday, is given
an ultimatum by her friends: either she
finally comes out and tells her parents
she is gay, or they will. Her friends hire
her a life coach, Toria (Joanna Scanlan)
to force her to come out once and for
all. A feel-good sitcom with a starstudded cast. BBC Two (10pm)

MY HOUSE IN UMBRIA

John Milton

On this day...
1815 Napoleon Bonaparte escapes from Elba.
1876 Japan and Korea sign a treaty granting
Japanese citizens extraterritorial rights.
1935 Hitler orders reformation of the Luftwaffe, violating the Treaty of Versailles.
1966 Vietnam: South Korean army massacres
380 unarmed civilians.
1980 Egypt and Israel establish full relations.

Famous birthdays
Michael Bolton (59),
Fats Domino (84), Teresa
Palmer (26), Chase
Masterton (49),
Shane Williams
(35), Bill Duke
(69), Erykah
Badu (41)

Starring Maggie Smith and Ronnie Barker, this drama follows
an English romance novelist as
she is caught up in a terrorist
explosion on a train to Milan.
She gathers together several

survivors and invites them to recuperate at her beautiful Italian
villa, determined that sun, good
food and a regular cocktail hour
can help.
STV (8pm)
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Osborne told
he must stop
borrowing as
sterling falls
LESLEY ROY

Business Reporter
A GLASGOW economist is
warning the UK economy is at
risk of entering into a downward spiral, as the pound’s value drops to new lows following
Britain losing its gold standard
AAA credit rating.
John Houston, a leading economist at Glasgow Caledonian
University, said the only wayfor the UK to rectify this situation is for the chancellor to borrow less - but that the demands
of the country would make this
difficult.
He said: “The chancellor is
constantly under pressure to
spend money on benefits and
other areas of the public sector,
but the only way to spend less
is to borrow less.
“This is where the pressure
will come as he will have to
find more money every month
just to pay the interest.
“The next thing you know you
are in a downward spiral, could
ultimately end up like Greece.”
The pound fell to a 31-month
low against the dollar, to $1.51,
and to a 16-month low against
the euro, to €1.145, making a
euro worth 87.2 pence.
The FTSE 100 opened up 30
points at 6,366 with experts
saying that the ratings downgrade was predicted.
On Friday, ratings agency
Moody’s cut the UK’s credit
rating, to AA1, for the first time
in four decades due to concerns
that Britain’s economic slump
was set to continue.
Chancellor George Osborne
downplayed Moody’s decision but Labour described the
downgrading as a “humiliation” for the coalition.
A lower rating can make it
more expensive to borrow from
the bond markets, making it
potentially more expensive to
take out mortgages due to higher interest rates.
In recent months, both France

Businesses
are backing
oil boom
LESLEY ROY

Business Reporter
Aberdeen business experts are feeling positive about new figures that show
investment in North Sea oil and gas is at
its highest for thirty years.
Companies purchasing offshore energy invested around £11.4bn last year
according to Oil and Gas UK, which is
made up of over 320 companies in the
local area.
They have also predicted this this figure will rise again this year to around
£13bn.
It is believed new investment could
be attributed to new tax relief measures introduced by Chancellor George
Osborne. These mean that gas fields in
shallow water are exempt from a 32%
tax on the first £500m of income.
Robert Collier, chief executive of Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of Commerce, said: “This survey highlights the
fundamental importance of creating the
right environment for stimulating exploration and production in the North
Sea.
“The policy debate too often focuses
upon maximising tax revenue from the
area.
Instead, we should be focusing on ensuring that our fiscal and policy regimes
catalyse investment in fully exploiting
our hydrocarbon assets for the long
term.
“Both the Oil & Gas UK survey and
the Chamber’s own oil and gas survey,
which has been charting business confidence and since 1996, are showing
increasing investment and confidence.
“We are currently seeking the views
of industry for the 18th survey and it
will be interesting to see whether the increased optimism and investment plans
reported in autumn 2012 are a sustained
recovery.”

WHAT IS A CREDIT
RATINGS AGENCY?
•The three major rating agencies are Standard and Poor’s,
Moody’s and Fitch.
•From AAA to CCC these
ratings are given to large-scale
borrowers, whether they are
countries or large corporations, to indicate to buyers of
their debt how likely they are
to get their money back.
•If a country is deemed to be
a risky investment due to an
economic downturn, investors
may demand higher returns
to lend to it.
•Credit agencies failed to
predict the start of the credit
crisis in 2008, giving investments backed by the subprime mortgage in America
market the top AA A rating,
even though they were in essence worthless.
•Moody’s is the only agency
to have downgraded the UK’s
credit rating.

and the United States have lost
the hallowed AAA rating.
In response to Friday’s news,
Osborne said: “I’ve consistently argued that Britain has a
debt and deficit problem, that
we’ve got to tackle that head
on, that we’ve got to take tough
measures to do that, and I think
people understand that.
“In the end, the test of our
credibility is there every day in
the markets when we borrow
money on behalf of this country from investors all around
the world.
“At the moment we can do
that very cheaply precisely because people have confidence
that we have got a plan.
However, Shadow Chancellor
Ed Balls said: “What the credit
ratings agencies are reflecting
the reality: an economy which
is not growing.”
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Money value
goes down
by two thirds
LESLEY ROY

Business Reporter

LOOSE CHANGE: Economists are warning the chancellor he must stop borrowing

The value of money has decreased by
two thirds over the past thirty years according to new figures released by the
Bank of Scotland.
A survey carried out by the bank discovered that £1m in 1982 was worth
£3m in today’s money, eroding consumer spending power.
Day-to-day living costs have risen substantially over this period, with a loaf of
bread rising from 32p to around £1.24
today and coffee also doubling in price.
The average price for a detached property north of the border has gone up sixfold since 1982, from just over £45,000
to over £270,000.
Bank of Scotland said that if retail
prices were to rise by 2.8% a year for
the next thirty years, the value of the
pounds in our pocket would decline by
a further 56%.
Nitesh Patel, economist at Bank of
Scotland Private Banking, said: “The
value of money has fallen substantially
over the past 30 years as retail prices
and the cost of many everyday items
has soared.
“Someone today would need nearly
£300 to have the same spending power of £100 in 1982, meaning someone
breaking the million pound mark 30
years ago would have the equivalent of
£3 million today.
“Looking to the future, even if inflation
is kept firmly under control and rises
only in line with the government’s target, it is likely that the value of money
will continue to reduce significantly and
decline by more than half its value by
2042.”

TUESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY
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Sport
SFL FIRST DIVISION PREVIEW

Archibald set for tough Cowden test in title race run in
CALUM LESLIE

IN CONTROL: Archibald has led his Partick Thistle side to seven points from three games

SPL & SFL PREVIEWS

Aberdeen v Ross County

Dumbarton v Raith Rovers

Aberdeen are on Premier
League duty tonight as they
host Ross County at Pittodrie.
After dominating for much of
their weekend game at Kilmarnock but failing to get the better
of Kilmarnock in a 1-1 draw,
Craig Brown will be looking for
his side to grab the three points
that could see them jump Aberdeen, Kilmarnock and County
into fifth place.
Derek Adams’ side are on the
back of three straight wins and
three clean sheets, and could go
third with a fourth success.

Ian Murray’s Dumbarton team
are looking to bounce back
from two defeats on the bounce,
Saturday’s home loss to
Falkirk came on the back of a
3-2 defeat away - at Raith Rovers.
Draws for Hamilton and
Cowdenbeath at the weekend
saw the Sons drop into the relegation play off spot.
For Raith, a win would build
on four points picked up from
their last two outings and
stretch them further from the
battle at the bottom.

Prediction 1-2

Prediction 2-2

ALAN ARCHIBALD knows
tonight’s game at Cowdenbeath is a great opportunity
for Partick Thistle – but expects as tough a 90 minutes
as any they have faced this
season.
The Jags interim boss
watched his side battle to a
hard fought win at home to
Airdrie on Saturday, and tonight they have the chance to
close some of the five point
gap between themselves and
leaders Greenock Morton.
But Thistle have managed
only one-goal wins in each of
the three meetings between
the sides so far this season,
and Archibald is under no illusions as to how difficult it
will be to make it four out of
four.
He said: “It’s a great chance.
We know how tough it will be
and we’ve won by one goal
in every single game we’ve

played them. I think they’re
a decent team to be honest,
the manager’s got them playing good stuff given they’ve
just come up from the Second
Division and they’ve been
a threat the two times we’ve
played them, as well as in the
cup tie up there we won 1-0.
“We’ll be organised and
ready to go. Paul Paton got
a knock and had to come off
near the end on Saturday and
that’s disappointing because
he’s a big player for us, but
we’ll see how he is.”
Thistle had fallen behind
Morton thanks to postponements over Christmas, and
with Allan Moore’s Greenock
side demolishing a deflated
Dunfermline 4-1 at the weekend, the pressure is on for the.
Jags.
Saturday’s victory over bottom side Airdrie made it
seven points from nine for
Archibald and assistant Scott
Paterson, who took the reigns
after Jackie McNamara’s
move to Dundee United.

He added: “We were delighted with the win. Three points
are three points no matter how
you get them – and that was
winning ugly. I think the first
half wasn’t the best and we
addressed it at half time and
I though in the second half we
were magnificent.
“Airdire were a bit of a threat
on the break and it’s always
dangerous because one wee
slip can let them in and I
thought their delivery from
set plays was fantastic, but
that was down to us giving
away too many free kicks.”

LEAGUE TABLE
Morton
Partick Thistle
Dunfermline
Livingston
Falkirk
Raith Rovers
Hamilton Acad
Cowdenbeath
Dumbarton
Airdrie United

Pld
25
23
25
24
25
23
23
24
23
25

Pts
52
47
39
37
36
29
25
24
23
18

Rangers fans chief demands life
long bans for offensive chants
COLIN ARMSTRONG
A Rangers fans’ chief has called for fans
who are caught singing sectarian sings to be
banned for life.
John Macmillan, the general secretary of
the Rangers Supporters’ Association, said
anyone found to have committed the offence
should be stopped from returning to games.
He said: “I am 100% confident that if individuals can be identified – and I hope they
can be – they will be banned from the club.
I know that this season one or two already
have been banned for similar offences”.
Rangers manager Ally McCoist had already
apologised for the behaviour of a minority
of fans who sang offensive songs during the
win against Berwick.
Northumbria Constabulary said there had

been two arrests over sectarian chants at the
match attended by over 4,500 people.
Speaking after the game Rangers manager
Ally McCoist said: “I didn’t know anything
about it until I came in after the game.
“Our supporters have been nothing short
of sensational home and away this season.
If they were a little bit out of order today, I
apologise.”
Rangers who won the match 3-1, with goals
from Andy Little and Dean Shiels, were unhappy with the behaviour of a small number
of travelling fans.
The behaviour of a small group has taken
focus over what was a strong performance
from the Glasgow side, who gained three
points to add to their 22 point lead.
A spokesperson for Rangers said: “The club
is disappointed by certain outbursts of inappropriate singing by a section of the support
at Berwick.”

Further video evidence has been presented
to the police for investigation by broadcasters including ESPN, in an effort to eradicate
sectarian singing from Scottish football
matches.
Rangers - who have made significant steps
in tackling sectarian singing at football
matches - have warned supporters in the past
they will be banned from watching the club
if they are found guilty of signing offensive
songs in the future.
Northumbria Constabulary issued praise for
the majority of fans at the game, who were
said to be mainly good natured.
The win took Ally McCoist’s side 25 points
clear of Queen’s Park, who visit Peterhead
later on Saturday.
Rangers can take the final few steps towards
securing the Third Division title, with games
against East Stirling and Stirling ahead in the
next week.

PGA Tour putter stance
‘dangerous’ for game,
insists Montgomerie
CALUM LESLIE
The PGA Tour’s opposition to banning putter anchoring from professional golf events is ‘dangerous’ for
the game, according to former Ryder
Cup star Colin Montgomerie.
PGA Tour commissioner Tim Finchem
said earlier they could find ‘no overriding reason’ to put the restriction in
place, despite the Royal and Ancient
and US Golf Association, the game’s
ruling bodies, wanting to stop players
using belly or broom handle putters.
But Montgomerie said: “This has
opened up a whole new can of worms.”
“I thought, as we all did, that the rules
of golf were set by the R&A and the
USGA, but Tim Finchem has obviously
thought otherwise and whether or not
the European Tour thinks that has to
be debated too.”
Finchem said the PGA tour was only
offering its opinion in saying they
could not see where clubs have had a

negative impact on the game.
He said: “The thinking of the players
and our board of directors, and others
that looked at this, was the absence of
data to conclude there is a competitive
advantage to be gained by using anchoring.
“Given the amount of time that anchoring has been in the game, there
was no overriding reason to go down
that road.
“The USGA did, on multiple occasions, look at this and came to one conclusion - 25 or 30 years later they have
come to another conclusion.
“They have asked us to give our comments. All we are doing at this point is
saying ‘this is our opinion’.”
Several of the world’s top players
have urged the game’s ruling bodies
to act on banning the clubs – including
Tiger Woods and Padraig Harrington.
But players like Webb Simpson, the
US Open champion, and others such
as Keegan Bradley have questioned the
logic in implementing such a restriction.
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Forrest set to be
fighting fit for
title run-in
COLIN ARMSTRONG
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

James Forrest is targeting an
injury-free end to the season after
returning to first-team action at
the weekend to score a penalty in
Celtic’s 5-0 win over bottom side
Dundee at Parkhead.
The Scotland international has
been in and out of Neil Lennon’s
plans for large parts of the campaign due only to a variety of niggles including groin and hamstring
complaints.
However, the 21-year-old is now
looking to become an ever-present
in the run-in to the Hoops’ likely
SPL title win, with the possibility
of a William Hill Scottish Cup final
appearance still on the cards.
He said: “I am feeling good. I am
doing a lot of running with the
sports scientist and I just need to
get more games.
“There has not been anything
seriously wrong and maybe that’s
a good thing but it has been really
frustrating, coming back and getting injured (again) so hopefully
with a little bit of luck I can stay fit
for the rest of the season.”
Celtic stand-in skipper Joe Ledley
opened the scoring in the 13th
minute with Forrest notching the
second from the spot four minutes
into the second half after Dee
substitute Matt Lockwood, only on
for the start of the second-half as

replacement for Brian Easton, was
shown a straight red card for denying Gary Hooper a clear goalscoring opportunity.
Dylan McGeouch, Ledley and
Hooper added goals to further
deflate the relegation-bound visitors whose new interim boss John
Brown watched from the directors’
box.
With Kris Commons missing
through a virus, Forrest was happy
to take on the responsibility of taking the spot-kick.
“I was asked before the game and
I felt confident,” he said.
“I think that is the main thing if
you are going to hit a penalty and I
am just glad it went in.
“That’s one out of one penalties,
I have given myself a chance (of
taking the next one) but I won’t
bother with that, it was good to get
the three points.”
Dundee remain 15 points adrift of
St Mirren at the bottom of the table but assistant Ray Farningham
pleaded with disgruntled fans not
to blame Brown for his controversial appointment following the
shock departure of Barry Smith
last week.
Farningham said: “It is not John’s
fault and I have got to emphasise
that. I don’t know about John’s
credentials, all I know is that he
will give it 100 per cent and will
do everything to try to get the club
moving forward and I’m quite sure
he will because that is what we
have to do now.”

Scotland must improve to Sport in a
claim Six Nation victory minute
Scotland’s interim head coach
Scott Johnson has warned that a repeat
performance of the first half against Ireland will not produce a similar result,
writes Colin Armstrong.
Johnson said: “Ireland didn’t punish us
the way the maybe should have done.
We’re proud of the victory but the clear,
honest assessment is that we’ve got to
improve.”
The coach issued a rallying cry to his
players demanding that Scotland need
to be hard to beat at home.
Scotland’s 12-8 victory was their
second win in a row after a spirited
win against Italy a fortnight ago. This
weekend’s result marks the first time
the Scottish rugby team has managed to
record back to back Six Nations wins in
over ten years, since 2001.
The result has thrust new Scotland
manager Scott Johnson into championship contention behind tournament

favourites England after sealing the
Centenary Quaich against Ireland for
a record thirteenth time in their history.
Johnson said: “We took the few opportunities that came our way and they
didn’t take theirs. That was the difference. I thought we must be watching
Ali v Foreman or something, lulling
them into a false sense of security.
My neck was getting sore just looking
down one end of the pitch. I wasn’t getting any vision anywhere else.”
Taking charge to seize his first piece of
silverware with Scotland, Johnson was
quick to state that the side’s fortunes
would not last if they were to repeat the
performance against the Irish.
He said: “We showed a different
side to ourselves, a great resolve and
character, and they’re great qualities,
but the key is we have to now start
putting our positive qualities with the
ball into play.”

Tennis: British tennis
player Heather Watson has
broken into the world’s top 40
for the first time in her career
at the age of 20.
Athletics: Britain’s Mo
Farah edged out Ethiopian
Gebre Gebremariam in a dramatic finish to win the New
Orleans half-marathon in a
new national record.
BOXING: Ireland’s Olympic
champion Katie Taylor earned
a routine unanimous points
win over Maike Kluners of
Germany on Sunday.

