
ENERGY companies have pledged 
to work through the night to get thou-
sands of powerless homes back on the 
national grid.

Around 3000 homes in Kintyre and 
1500 on the Isle of Arran remained 
without power yesterday after severe 
snowfall last week felled lines across 
the west of Scotland. 

More people were left without heat-
ing, hot water and even food supplies 
in Wigtownshire and areas in the south 
west of the country.

Repair workers had struggled to get 
access to faults thanks to treacherous 
conditions on some access roads.

Scottish power – that serves Dum-
fries, Wigtown and the surrounding are-
as – said 6000 homes had been plunged 
in darkness on Friday evening.

A spokesperson said improving con-
ditions and clearing work meant half 
of those were reconnected to supplies 
over the weekend, with yesterday 300 
remaining without electricity. 

The spokesperson added: “We are 
working again across today and into 
this evening and tonight. At the moment 
we have 300 homes that we are working 
to connect – and 50 of those were from 
the original snow fall on Friday.

“The main problem we have faced is 
that roads have been closed. Because of 
snow drifting, a lot of main roads were 
closed and clearing them has taken time 
so we had real difficulty in accessing 
failures. 

“We have worked closely with local 
councils to clear those roads and we are 
now at the stage where we can focus on 
those faults.”

In South Kintyre, one of the worst-
hit areas, locals have relied on groups 
like the Salvation Army to provide hot 
water with the help of back up power 
generators.

Clive Good, 52, of 22 Knockscalbert 
Way in Campbeltown, said some snow 
was still lying but access to the town 
was the biggest problem.

He said: “There’s a big convoy of of-
ficial vehicles being gathered outside 
the police station, which I presume will 
be used to go up and clear the A83 and 
allow essential supplies to be delivered 
to the town. 

“It went off here at half past two on 
Friday afternoon. The lights flickered 

a few times and then it went of alto-
gether.”

Residents have been left without ra-
dio, television or internet access – leav-
ing them without regular updates other 
than those passed round in person.

Food supplies have been running low 
after the main access road, the A83, was 
closed thanks to snow drifts.

Mr Good said: “The supermarkets 
closed immediately because there was 
no power for their tills and electronic 
stock systems. 

“It means people were caught out 
without much in the way of supplies. 
Parts of the town have power, but it 
means we’ve been generally eating cold 
food which is a bit depressing.

Colin Armstrong on 
Scotland’s coming day 
of destiny
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‘It’s been dreadful.  I’ve 
never experienced any-
thing like it.’

JEAN EDWARD, 82
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SNOW: A walker braves Scotland’s arctic conditions near Campbeltown yesterday.



COSLA: ‘Don’t blame us for tax’

SCOTTISH local authorities are ask-
ing not to be blamed for implementing 
the controversial bedroom tax.

Councils’ body COSLA said they 
will be the ones left to pick up the 
pieces, stating the reform will put 
strain on local government services. 
They say the tax will also leave a long 
term damaging effect on the most vul-
nerable in society.

The tax which will come in to force 
on April 1 aims to tackle what the De-
partment of Work and Pensions de-
scribes as a huge housing problem in 
Scotland where “there are many thou-
sands on housing waiting lists or living 
in overcrowded homes.”

It will see social housing tenants 
with spare bedrooms stumping up 
more for their rent, in a bid to encour-
age them to downsize.

A spokesperson for the DWP add-
ed that more money will be given to 
councils for vulnerable tenants, giving 
more powers to councils so they can 
respond more clearly to local needs. 

However, COSLA president, Coun-
cillor David O’Neill said: “Make no 
mistake here – no blame whatsoever 
can be put at the door of Scotland’s 
Councils for either introducing these 
measures or for the devastating impact 
that this legislation is about to have on 
our communities.

 “Our role in this is to manage the 
consequences in the way that does the 
least possible damage to our commu-
nities and that will be a very, very dif-
ficult task. 

“COSLA as an organisation and I as 
President cannot stand idly by and al-
low local government’s reputation and 
the credibility of individual councils to 
take the hit for this because these wel-
fare changes are not of our doing.” 

He added: “The UK Government 
is transferring cost and responsibility 
for the needs of people on benefit onto 
local government.  It is impossible for 
Councils to subsidise the levels of cuts 
people will experience but we will do 
everything within our power to sup-
port the most vulnerable in our com-
munities.”

Glasgow councillor Graeme Hen-
dry described the tax as one of the 

most unfair and hurtful policies ever 
to come from Westminster and said it 
could not only have implications for 
tenants, but also social landlords.

He said: “The bedroom tax is based 
on a fantasy that we have housing 
stock in place for people to move to.

“People are prepared to move but in 
short there are just not enough smaller 
houses. 

“Housing associations are being en-
couraged to build two bedroom rather 
than one bedroom houses, as the dif-
ference in construction costs is mini-
mal.”

He added: The policy is trying to 
deal with a growing problem. I can 

understand what they are trying to do 
but there is a huge group of folk who, 
for example, are disabled or from split 
families. 

“If parents have split up, the father 
for example may not be allowed a sec-
ond bedroom for his kids. Therefore it 
is discouraging children from spend-
ing time with both of their parents. 

“Also, a lot of housing associations 
are going to find that they are not go-
ing to be able to gather the extra funds 
from clients.

“We could see some housing asso-
ciations struggling to go forward be-
cause they will have so many arrears 
that they will struggle to exist.”

Vandals target Glasgow 
school in weekend blaze

LESLEY ROY
News Correspondent
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Long reign cats and dogs

An American zoo has taken a novel 
approach and shown that cats and dogs 
can get along after all.
San Diego Zoo Safari Park pairs cheetah 

cubs with companion dogs to help them 
feel more comfortable.
Janet Rose-Hinostroza, animal train-

ing supervisor at the zoo said : “When 
you pair them, the cheetah looks to the 
dog for cues and learns to model their 
behaviour. It’s about getting them to read 
that calm, happy-go-lucky vibe from the 
dog.”

Kay in driving seat
Comedian Peter Kay is to make his first 

BBC sitcom. The show, Car Share, will 
make its debut on iPlayer.
The Phoenix Nights star will play a 

supermarket worker forced to spend his 
commute with a colleague.

The show is part of a 
trial where 40 hours 
of programmes will be 
available online before 

going out on TV.

Phoney fingers foul
A Brazilian doctor has been caught 

using fake fingers to defraud a hospi-
tal’s punch in clock.
Thauane Nunes Ferreira was arrested 

by police in Sao Paulo who said she 
confessed to using different silicone 
fingers bearing the prints of 11 fellow 
doctors and 20 nurses to pretend they 
were turning up to work.
She said that the staff at the Ferra 

Vasconcelos Hospital paid the director 
£1,600 per month to participate. Fer-
reira faces charges of falsifying a public 
document and could get up to six years 
in prison.

ER-ache for Mantle

Casualty actor Clive Mantle has had 
part of his ear bitten off.
The 55-year-old was attacked 

at a Travelodge in Newcastle 
following a dispute over noise.
A 32-year-old man from 

Hamilton was charged with 
wounding with intent and 
is set to appear before 
magistrates next 
month.
The ear has been 

sewn back on.

Award for shark hero
An Australian man has received a 

bravery award after wrestling a great 
white shark that was attacking a 
snorkeler.
Trevor Burns, 50, earned the Star of 

Courage by grabbing the 12-foot shark 
before rescuing its victim, Elyse Frank-
com, now 21, in 2010.
She received over 200 stitches and 

remains in contact with Burns.

CONTROVERSIAL: The bedroom tax has outraged tenants with spare rooms across the UK

All quiet in Little Britain

Matt Lucas has announced that he will 
star in a BBC silent comedy.
The show casts star as an ‘elderly aris-

tocratic English oddball 
who has fallen on hard 
times.’
BBC One controller 

George Cohen called 
the show, Pompidou, 
wonderfully ambi-
tious and original. 
It will appear on 

our screens in  2014.

Today’s news 
in brief

PUPILS at a Glasgow school for spe-
cial education needs are losing two 
days from lessons after heartless van-
dals broke in and torched the build-
ing.

Six firefighters were called out to  
Hollybrook Academy, in the Govan-
hill area of the city, at 10.30pm on 
Saturday night to tackle blazes in 
several areas of the two storey build-
ing.

The school remained closed yester-
day and today to its 140 S1-S6 pupils, 
to allow council officers to assess the 
damage and for Strathclyde police 
and fire departments to conduct their 
investigations to try and find those 
responsible.

A Glasgow City Council spokes-
man said: “It’s despicable that van-
dals would set fire to any school.

“But this is particularly cruel as 
Hollybrook is a school for vulnerable 
young people with additional support 
for learning needs and they will now 
lose two valuable days of their educa-
tion as a result.

“We would urge anyone who 
knows anything about this incident to 
contact the police. In the meantime, 
the council will be carrying out a full 
assessment of the damage and start-
ing a clear-up operation on Monday.”

Anyone with any information 
should contact Strathclyde Police on 
101.

Leah Blair works on New York artist Jason 
Hackenwerth's creation, a giant balloon sculpture 
named Pisces that will hang in the National Museum 
of Scotland in Edinburgh. The sculpture will span 
three floors of the museum and represents the natural 
world.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER! @calchronicle

CRUEL: Police are appealing for witnesses to the arson attack



3CALEDONIAN CHRONICLETUESDAY 26TH MARCH

ROAD CLOSED: Rescuers and mountaineering groups want walkers to think carefully before taking on snowy routes this Easter

Mountain death sparks fears 
over risky white-out weather

Power line 
pledge to 
get houses 
heated again

HILLWALKING enthusiasts have 
been warned to know their limits 
this Easter - after the latest in a series 
of mountaineering deaths in tough 
conditions in the Scottish highlands.

James Jack, 57, from Airdrie, was 
found on Sunday in the Streap area near 
Fort William, in the west Highlands,  
after a search involving police,  
Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team and 
an RAF helicopter. 

His death follows four people being 
killed during an avalanche on Bidean 

Nam Bian in January, where the only 
survivor was able to stop his fall with 
an ice axe.

Three people lost their lives in an av-
alanche in the Cairngorms in February, 
while in the same week a second ava-
lanche killed a hillwalker. Two climbers 
were also killed in falls on Ben Nevis.

Outdoor experts are concerned too 
many walkers take the hills without 
checking weather forecasts, or know-
ing potentially dangerous situations to 
avoid. 

Mike Dales, the membership direc-
tor of the Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland (MCS), said: “There are two 
main things: one is to always check 

the weather forecast and the avalanche 
forecast especially in the winter. 

“The most important thing is to make 
objectives that are realistic to what you 
can do. 

“When there is plenty of snow 
much is covered and there is no  
specific mountain that can be classed as  
dangerous.

“It could be that there is a severe 
avalanche risk on one side of the moun-
tain and there could be someone on the 
other side of the mountain enjoying a 
lovely day. The importance of checking 
forecasts cannot be overstated.”

The latest fatality comes just 
weeks after the MCS released a joint  

statement with the British  
Mountaineering Council warning of 
late winter conditions that increased the 
threat to Easter walkers and climbers.

President Brian Linington said: 
“There are always more visitors to 
Scottish mountains at Easter and  
Whitsun and we urge them to act upon 
this advice.

“Many are keen to get to grips 
with the mountains, but the pattern 
when I was part of the Skye Mountain  
Rescue Team was for a high number of  
incidents at Easter last year. 

“This was due to a number of factors, 
including loose holds after winter ice 
had loosened everything up.”

CALUM LESLIE

THE EASTER FREEZE

Road misery beckons in time for Easter weekend

MOTORISTS are being warned 
of a treacherous mix of driv-
ing conditions in the lead up to  
Easter weekend. 

After heavy snow shut roads 
and destroyed power lines last 
week, more snowfall is predict-
ed for areas of Argyll and Bute  
tonight. 

Much of the east coast is 
also expected to be hit by snow 
stroms.

That could cause chaos for 
families looking to get away for 
a break over the school holidays.

The A83 Kennacraig to 
Campbeltown road reopened 
yesterday, but the A75 in  
Dumfriesshire was still shut for 
snow clearing.

Snow gates were closed on the 
Cockbridge to Tomintoul road 
near Granton on Spey, while the 
A939, B976 and B974 roads in 
Aberdeenshire were also shut off 
to traffic. 

With temperatures struggling 
to get above three degrees before 

the weekend, large 
areas from Aber-
deen right down 
to Berwick Upon 
Tweed face more 
snowfall during 
the evening on 
Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Traffic Scotland road  
travel warnings remain in place 
across most of the country, with 
little prospect of conditions  
improving. 

The weather is in stark  
contrast to twelve months ago, 
when the Easter holidays were 
enjoyed in blistering tempera-
tures of 20 degrees or more. 

Parts of the UK were hit 
with forest fires while the  
Environment Agency had to  
rescue fish from rivers running at  
unusually low levels. 

Those conditions are a world 
away from the weather greeting 
the school holidays this year.

Temperatures have remained 
around freezing, leading to some 
experts calling it the coldest March 
since 1969.

CALUM LESLIE

TROUBLE AHEAD: Easter forecast shows no sign of letting up

...from front page

The supermarkets were open on  
generators to allow people to top up on 
supplies but it ran out pretty quickly. 

“The main concern, of course, is for 
the elderly who can’t get out. There’s 
been a very good effort by local services 
to make sure old people are checked on 
regularly and have hot drinks. They’ve 
been outstanding.”

Jean Edward, 82, of 5 Knockscal-
bert Way, said: “It’s been dreadful. I’ve 
never experienced anything like it. The 
radiators are very cold now and there’s 
no hot water. 

“I’ve just been wearing loads of 
clothes. I’ve got a hat on my head and 
gloves on my hands. The first day I was 
more or less in my bed. 

“Yesterday two men were going 
around the houses to people on their 
own to see how they were getting on, 
and they asked how I was – thankfully 
I’ve had my daughter staying here.”

Ski slopes set 
for bumper 
April visitor 
numbers
SCOTLAND’S ski resorts expect to 
welcome huge numbers of visitors to 
their slopes this Easter, after unusually 
high levels of snow fell during March.

Despite the chaos the bad  
weather has caused in other parts of the  
country, resorts at Glenshee and Lecht 
are geared up for the mid-term holiday 
period like never before.

Shona Anderson, VisitScotland’s  
regional director in the north-east, 
said the spell of weather made up for 
this time last year, where unusually 
high temperatures resulted in a barren 
spell for winter sports facilities in the  
country.

Weather forecasts suggest the ideal 
conditions could last for as much as the 
next three weeks, allowing the centres 
to take full advantage of visitors enjoy-
ing family breaks in the highlands. 

Scotland’s slopes provide a key part 
of the tourist industry in Scotland every 
year. 

A high concentration of sites in and 
around Cairngorm National Park near 
Aviemore, as well as in areas like Glen-
coe and Glenshee, attract thousands of 
visitorsover the winter and even sum-
mer months. 

   

FIVE DAY WEATHER 
Today: Sleet and snow 
with some sunshine. 
Max: 0. Min: -5

Tomorrow: Light snow 
and overcast. 
Max:-1. Min: -3

Thursday: Dry with 
sunny spells. 
Max: 0. Min: -4

Friday: Mostly dry and 
overcast, snow showers in 
north east. 
Max: 2. Min: -5

Saturday: More wintry 
showers, blustry in most 
areas. 
Max: 1 Min: -2



Ministers warning 
over UK benefit cuts
SCOTTISH ministers have warned that the UK 
government’s target of cutting £2.5 billion in ben-
efits in Scotland will be closer to a total of £4.5 
billion as widespread cuts are introduced. 

Speaking at the SNP spring conference in Inver-
ness, deputy first minister Nicola Sturgeon said: 
“The Tories estimate that their welfare cuts will 
amount to £2.5 billion in Scotland by 2015.

“I asked Scottish Government officials to check 
the figures and I am publishing that analysis today. 
And guess what? It seems the cumulative cut by 
2015 will not be £2.5 billion. It will be £4.5 billion.

“£4.5 billion taken from the purses and wal-
lets of ordinary, hard-working people right across 
Scotland who can least afford it.”

The deputy first minister said the cut amounted 
to more than £1,000 for every child under 16 in 
Scotland, branding it the “awful price” of London 
rule in Scotland.

Both Ms Sturgeon and the finance secretary 
drove home the message that only independence 
could “boost the economy and secure economic 
growth”.

Analysis by Scottish Government officials was 
unveiled by the deputy first minister, setting out 
the effect of benefit cuts in Scotland since the coa-
lition embarked on its austerity agenda in 2010.

The research shows a much larger impact than 
the original estimate of £2.5bn of Scottish cuts in 
the five years to 2015 by the Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP). Instead, the cost of reduc-
tions to the working tax credit, disability living al-
lowance and child benefit, along with a range of 
other cuts, will total close to £4.5bn.

The impact of the cuts is also set to impact upon 
the working population in Scotland as Ms. Stur-
geon stated: “Welfare cuts of this magnitude will 
cost the Scottish economy 17,000 jobs”.

The deputy first minister made her opinion clear 
as she said: “It’s an utter disgrace. And make no 
mistake, it will be hard-working people that will 
feel the pain, and disabled people too. Not the 
so-called scroungers and skivers portrayed by the 
smug Mr. Osborne.

“The clue is in the names of the benefits being 

cut - working tax credit, disability living allow-
ance, child benefit.”

Ms Sturgeon announced that similar cuts would 
not be carried out if the country were to be inde-
pendent from UK governance following the inde-
pendence referendum set for September 18 next 
year.

She said: “I can promise you this - in an inde-
pendent Scotland - if we are the government - we 
will take housing benefit out of Universal Credit 
and restore it as a benefit that is paid direct to so-
cial landlords.

“And let me be crystal clear - an SNP govern-

ment in an independent Scotland will scrap the 
bedroom tax.”

Ms Sturgeon was confident that an independent 
Scotland will be able to support itself financially 
and has rebutted any claim that Scotland would 
struggle to generate a healthy economy.

She said: “Our task is to build that confidence - 
confidence in our ability to stand on our own two 
feet, confidence in our economic prospects and our 
job prospects. 

“Confidence that we can build that better coun-
try we all desire.

“Scotland can afford to be independent. We can 

more than afford to be independent.
The SNP spring conference comes in the wake 

of a leaked Scottish Cabinet paper raising concern 
over the volatility of oil prices. 

The Scottish government followed it up by re-
leasing analysis in which it said Scotland could be 
in line for a “renewed oil boom”.

Delivering the final key speech of the confer-
ence, Ms. Sturgeon said that for every one of the 
last 30 years Scotland had generated more tax rev-
enue per head than the UK as a whole. 

She added that having oil and gas reserves worth 
£1.5 trillion was “really not a problem”.

Father’s gun campaign in memory of lost son

COLIN ARMSTRONG
News Correspondent
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STURGEON: Speaking at the SNP spring conference she said the cuts are the “awful price” of London’s rule in Scotland

THE father of a child who was killed 
by a stray bullet in Turkey almost a 
decade ago has called for his voice to 
be heard during international talks 
on firearms at the United Nations.

David Grimason, 41, lost his son 
Alistair during a gunfight in a café 
in the seaside villiage of Foca in 
July 2003 as his the child slept in a 
pushchair. 

Ten years on from the tragic 
event Mr. Grimason is to speak at 
the United Nations headquarters in 
New York about the issue that cost 
him his infant son and eventually his 
marriage.  

Mr Grimason said: “The UN must 
deliver this treaty - far too many lives 
are lost every year and their inaction 
will simply lead to more unnecessary 
deaths.

Mr Grimason continued to speak 
of his daily struggle: “Trying to 
judge how he would look through the 
children of my best friends makes me 
realise how much I’ve missed out on 
as a parent and how much they have 
had that I haven’t.”

“He would be going to high school 
this year. It’s something I think about 
all the time.

“But, ultimately, I think about 
what Alistair has missed out on. He 
lost everything just because a man 
was able to be in possession of a 
firearm.”

The bereaved father attended 

similar talks in July last year but 
was left frustrated as officials were 
unable to come to an agreement. 

He said: “I will not give up on this 
fight for a strong arms trade treaty 
because I know it will save lives and 
prevent other families experiencing 
what we’ve been through.”

David, backed by Oxfam who 
claim over 250,000 people a year 
are killed by firearms, supports 
the Control Arms Coalition that 
campaigns for the introduction of an 
arms trade treaty.

Mr Grimason spoke of the impact 
his son’s death had on his personal 
life and the strain it imposed on his 
marriage, which has since ended. 

Speaking about his marriage he 
said: “We are no longer together 
but we are still great friends and she 

supports me in everything I do in 
the campaign. “There were certainly 
strains and, after something like 
that happens, you are never going 
to be same person let alone the same 
couple and life did become very, very 
different.

“Alistair was our main focus in 
life. Any parent will tell you that 
everything you do is geared towards 
giving your child the best life possible. 
So when you go from being a parent 
to suddenly not, it does change you as 
a person.

“You go through really difficult 
periods and you have highs and lows 
which are very hard to get through.”

Mr Grimason will take to the 
floor in New York today to make his 
statement as part of discussions over 
an international arms treaty.

COLIN ARMSTRONG
News Correspondent

CAMPAIGNING: Grimason will give a speech at the UN headquarters in New York to raise awareness of the dangers of firearms

Predicted Oil 
Boom a bust
A POST-REFERENDUM oil boom 
which was suggested by the Scottish 
Government has no evidential support.
 Recent analysis by the government 
predicted that oil tax revenue could be 
as high at £11.8 billion by 2017-18, 
generating as much as £57 billion in the 
six years up to that point.
 Finance Secretary John Swinney said 
Scotland should anticipate a “massive 
North Sea boom” in the early years 
following the 2014 referendum, 
contrasting with more cautious oil tax 
revenue estimates from the Office for 
Budget Responsibility (OBR)
 But, new figures from the Centre 
for Public Policy for Regions said: 
“to suggest some sort of new oil-tax 
revenue boom is about to emerge is not 
readily supported by the evidence.”
 The CPPR said it looked at both the 
Scottish Government and (OBR) 
analyses and that, under most scenarios, 
North Sea tax revenue is expected to be 
flat or falling in real terms and remain 
well below its 2011-12 level. 
 Its report highlights the complexities 
of scenario planning in relation to oil 
revenue, and urged caution.
 They continued: “available official 
data on Scotland’s public sector 
expenditures and revenues, and clarity 
on the preferred future spending and 
tax-raising policies needed to assess the 
potential pros and cons of greater fiscal 
autonomy remain seriously limited”.
 Report author John McLaren said: 
“Scotland’s mainland fiscal balance, 
excluding the North Sea, is very 
heavily in deficit, both in absolute 
terms and relative to the UK’s. This 
position improves considerably once a 
geographic share of North Sea revenues 
is added in.
“However, as the Fiscal Commission 
pointed out, in the long run the 
objective should be to achieve as close 
to an overall onshore budget balance as 
possible.”



Hospitals target outdoor smokers

UKBA ‘plagued’ by 6 year backlog

LESLEY ROY
News Correspondant
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uK BORDER AGENCY: Officers on duty during a routine immigration process at the UKBA.

SMOKERS standing outside Scot-
land’s hospital doors could soon be a 
thing of the past, thanks to a proposed 
blanket ban on lighting up on hospital 
grounds.

Health Secretary Alex Neil wants to 
see tougher enforcement measures put 
in place to stop visitors and patients 
having to walk through the cloud of 
smoke that has become commonplace 
outside NHS premises across the coun-
try.

Estimated to be in place by 2015, it 
is hoped the ban will encourage people 
to ditch the habit, with increased sup-
port being offered for those wanting to 
stub out.

The plan follows the nationwide 
smoking ban brought into effect seven 
years ago. However, this has had no im-
pact on hospital entranceways as it cov-
ers only enclosed public spaces.

Alex Neil said: “We have ambitious 
plans to reduce the number of people 
choosing to smoke. To this end, we 
want to build on the ban on smoking 
in public places, which was introduced 
seven years ago this week, by ensur-
ing that our hospital grounds become 
smoke-free.

“We all know how unpleasant it can 
be to walk through smoke in order to 
enter a building. These measures will 
help to ensure we create a healthier en-
vironment for people who use, visit and 
work in our health service.”

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
want a zero tolerance attitude to tobac 
co at all their hospitals and they will 
soon employ wardens to combat what 
they say is one of the most complained 
about issues.

A spokesperson for the health board 
said: “Over the coming weeks we will 
introduce smokefree wardens who will 
help enforce the smoking ban and en-
courage smokers to use smoking cessa-

tion services to quit their habit.  
“These wardens will be further sup-

ported by high visibility “smoke free 
zone branding” at the main entrances to 
all of our main acute hospitals.

 “We know there is an appetite 
amongst the vast majority of our work-
force, patients and visitors to take fur-
ther action to enforce the policy of no 
smoking at our hospitals and we are 
determined to work with others to help 
deliver smokefree hospital grounds.”

These moves are supported by anti-
smoking charity ASH Scotland, who 

said that hospitals must be at the fore-
front of tackling tobacco addiction in 
Scotland. However, it added that for 
a ban to succeed, people will need to 
know the new rules ahead to being ad-
mitted or visiting patients in hospital.

The charity’s chief executive, Sheila 
Duffy, said: “The NHS is at the sharp 
end of dealing with the terrible diseases 
caused by smoking and tobacco, in-
cluding heart and lung diseases, strokes 
and cancers.

“By adopting this policy, the NHS in 
Scotland is showing leadership and giv-

ing a strong statement about the harm-
fulness of tobacco in our society.

“Many people in hospital are es-
pecially vulnerable to the impacts of 
breathing tobacco smoke, a known 
health hazard, and it is important to act 
to protect them from it. 

“We also know that smoking in many 
cases hampers people’s recovery, in-
creases the risk of complications, and 
that it can make treatments less effec-
tive.” However, pro-smoking cam-
paigners, say the ban is not only unfair 
but unenforceable.

Simon Clarke, director of smok-
ers’ lobby group, Forest said: “We are 
against it because people smoking out-
side are not harming any other people. 

“We understand hospitals do not 
want to encourage smoking but hos-
pitals are stressful places for patients, 
staff and visitors and it seems very un-
caring for hospitals to ban smoking in 
the open air.

He added: “A lot of people feel it is 
just taking it too far. Hospitals have to 
live in the real world, not in a utopian 
world where everyone has given up.”

THE UK Border Agency has revealed it 
is ‘plagued’ with a backlog of unsolved 
immigration cases. 

The Home Affairs Committee said it 
had been supplied incorrect data by the 
agency for six years, and ‘repeatedly 
misled’ by former head Lin Homer. 

Ms. Homer, now the head of Rev-
enue and Customs, said the accusation 
was unfair and untrue.

In its latest report into the immigra-
tion agency, the committee said that 

for six years the UKBA had repeat-
edly supplied incorrect information 
about the size of the asylum backlog 
and measures supposedly being taken 
to trace others with whom officials had 
lost contact.

The report said that the total backlog 
of unresolved or disputed immigration 
cases in the UK was 312,726 at the end 
of September last year - but it was not 
possible to be sure if that figure was 
accurate. Officials say the committee’s 

figures include cases that have either 
been closed or should not be considered 
as part of a backlog.

Immigration Minister Mark Harper 
said: “We have always been clear that 
the UK Border Agency was a troubled 
organisation with a poor record of de-
livery.

“Turning it around will take time but 
I am determined to provide the public 
with an immigration system they can 
have confidence in.”

Green Glasgow in line 
for European top city 
award in two years time
GLASGOW has been shortlisted for the 
European Green City Award 2015.

The city was named yester-
day as one of just four to have 
reached the final stage of selec-
tion – together with Bristol, Brus-
sels and Slovenian capital Ljubljana. 
EU Environment Commissioner Janez 
Potočnik said: “This is the sixth year 
of the European Green Capital Award 
and it is encouraging to see former ap-
plicants reapplying and some cities en-
tering that have not previously partici-

pated in the competition.
“Many EU cities are setting global 

standards for urban sustainability, with 
pioneering innovative solutions to en-
vironmental challenges, and the Green 
Capital Award is a unique opportunity 
for them to share that knowledge with 
the rest of Europe.”

Final judging will take place in Brus-
sels on May 24, with the winner an-
nounced in Nantes, the current capital, 
in the summer. For more information 
visit the EC website.

GLASGOw: now become one of the UK’s leading green cities.

SMOKING BAN: Lighting up outside hospitals could soon be a thing of the past as harsher measures will be imposed on smokers.
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BAILOUT: Cypriot government says money will stop bankruptcy but may lead to a deep recession that may last for several years

A 10BN-EURO bailout deal has been agreed by 
Eurozone finance ministers to prevent the banking 
system in Cyprus from collapsing.

The agreement, which will also keep the  
country in the Eurozone, will see its second largest 
bank Laiki Bank closed down in a bid to stop the 
country going bankrupt.

Deposit holders with more than 100,000 euros 
in the bank will face massive losses but those with 
less than that figure in the failing bank should not 
be affected.

Laiki’s ‘good’ assets will then eventually be 
merged into the Bank of Cyprus.

The European Central Bank had set Monday 
as the deadline for a deal to be struck but it was 
uncertain whether an agreement would be reached 
after reports surfaced that Cypriot president Nicos 
Anastasias threatened to resign over the talks.

According to Cyprus News Agency, Mr  
Anastasias said: “Do you want to force me to  
resign?

“I am giving you one proposal, and you do not 
accept it. I give you another and it’s the same. 
What else do you want me to do?”

At a press conference in Brussels, president 
of the Eurogroup of Eurozone finance ministers 
Jeroen Dijsselbloem said the deal had “put an 
end to the uncertainty” around Cyprus’s current  
economic situation.

Cyprus’s Finance Minister Michalis Sarris  
believes bankruptcy has been avoided by the deal, 
saying: “It’s not that we won a battle, but we really 
have avoided a disastrous exit from the Eurozone.”

The deal has been regarded as good news by 
many of the country’s small account holders but 
the country’s officials have warned Cypriots 
will face a deep recession that may take years to  
recover from.

EU Commissioner for Economic Affairs Olli 
Rehn said the depth of the crisis means the near 

future will be difficult for the country.
The deal comes after the Bank of Cyprus further 

limited cash machine withdrawals to 120 euros a 
day, with Laiki also limiting withdrawals at their 
machines to 100 euros, dropping from 260 euros.

Previous deals including a bank levy on small 
and large deposits were rejected last week after 
they caused wide spread anger in the country.

The proposal would have seen 6.75% taken 
from small savers and 9.9% from large investors.

The European Central Bank said it would cut off 
funds to the banks had they not reached a deal by 
yesterday at the latest.

Despite the new deal, which will not be put to 
a vote in the Cyprus parliament, there is concern 
within the country that the levy on large-scale for-
eign investors may damage the financial sector.

Germany had pushed for a levy on investors 
who have benefited from high interest rates in re-
cent years, rejecting Cypriot plans to use money 
from pension funds.

Markets in Asia and Europe rose yesterday.

WORLD NEWS
Bailout deal agreed for Cyprus

Amanda Knox could face murder retrialAmericans hand prison 
to Afghan authorities AMANDA Knox could end 

up back in court after Italian  
prosecutors have appealed for her ac-
quittal to be quashed. 

Knox and her Italian ex-boyfriend 
Raffaele Sollecito were acquitted of kill-
ing her roommate Meredith Kercher on 
appeal in October 2011.

The pair, who spent four years in 
jail over the murder of the 21-year-old 
British student in Perugia in November 
2007, have always denied any involve-
ment in her death.

Ms Knox and Mr Sollecito were faced 
with 26 and 25-year sentences respec-
tively but were acquitted after their de-
fence lawyers successfully argued that 
DNA evidence on the suspected murder 
weapon could have been flawed.

The Court of Cassation, Italy’s high-
est court, is considering the prosecu-
tions submission that the 2011 acquittals 
of Knox and her Italian ex-boyfriend 
should be thrown out and a new trial 
ordered.

If they decide to uphold the appeal 
verdict, the case will finally be over with 
Miss Knox’ and Mr Sollecito’s inno-
cence being confirmed in the eyes of the 

law. However, if the court rules against 
it, a new appeals process will begin, 
meaning there would be a retrial.

Meredith Kercher, from Croydon, 
south London, had been on a year abroad 
from Leeds University when she was 
found semi-naked in her bedroom with 
her throat cut, in the cottage she shared 
with Miss Knox in November 2007.

Prosecutors argue that the October 

2011 acquittals failed to take into ac-
count key evidence against Miss Knox 
and Mr Sollecito.

Judges at the Court of Cassation will 
today consider points of law rather than 
evidence.

Meredith’s family hope this latest 
hearing will provide some answers to 
the “many unanswered questions” about 
her brutal murder.

THE US has handed over control of 
the only American run prison left in 
Afghanistan, easing strain between 
the countries.

A deal to transfer Bagram Prison, 
now officially known as the Afghan 
National Detention Facility at Par-
wan, had been delayed whilst both 
sides finalised the fates of prisoners 
the US considered to be dangerous.

A transfer ceremony took place at 
the prison today.

The prison, once located in 
Bagram air base 25 miles north of 
Kabul, was moved to the new Parwan 
facility in 2010 and is now thought to 
hold over 3,000 detainees. 

The US government originally 
struck a deal with Afghan authorities 
last March to hand over responsibility 
of the majority of the detainees with 
a transfer ceremony being held last 
September.

This original transfer was however 
put on hold after the US feared it 
could lead to the release of prison-

ers considered dangerous by their 
government.

As a result, US forces remained at 
Bagram to guard 50 inmates along 
with those taken into custody after 
the initial deal was struck.

A transfer ceremony that was due 
to take place earlier this month was 
called off after Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai reportedly rejected part 
of the deal.

According to the Pentagon an 
agreement has now been reached en-
suring any prisoners of concern will 
not be released without a full review.

Described as “Afghanistan’s Guan-
tanamo”, Bagram Prison has been 
at the centre of numerous prisoner 
abuse scandals.

In January 2012, Afghan investiga-
tors said prisoners has been tortured, 
held without evidence and subjected 
to humiliating body searches by US 
troops. 

Nato and the US have rejected all 
such allegations.

ACQUITTED: Knox was found not guilty of murder in 2011

Korean military pact signed with U.S.
South Korea has signed a military pact with 
the US to counter what it called North Korean  
“provocation”. 
 The US has 28,000 troops in South Korea, and  
regional tensions remain high after the North’s third 
nuclear test last month.
 Plans provide for a joint response from the two 
countries against further aggression from the com-
munist country.

13 South African soldiers murdered
Thirteen South African soldiers have been killed by 
rebels in the Central African Republic. 
President Jacob Zuma said the soldiers had died in a 
battle with “bandits” as rebels seized the CAR capi-
tal Bangui.

Rebel leader Michael Djotodia said he would hold 
elections agreed in a peace treaty three years ago and 
stressed they were not looking for a “witch-hunt”.

However, Zuma said rebel forces were a threat to 
the stability of Africa.

Thousands in Hong Kong denied  
permament residency in country
Hong Kong’s highest court has ruled that domestic 
workers should not be allowed to gain permanent 
residency in the country.
The move comes after two years of controversy and 
could affect up to 300,000 people. 
Workers had argued that denying them permanent 
residence was unconstitutional.
The case centred on Evangeline Banao Vallejos, a 
maid from the Philippines who has worked in Hong 
Kong for 17 years.  

A Syrian rebel commander has been seriously  
injured in a bomb blast.
Colonel Riad al-Asaad, former head of the Free Syr-
ian Army (FSA) lost a leg when a device exploded 
next to his car, according to an FSA spokesperson.
The news comes in the wake of the resignation of 
Moaz al-Khatib as leader of the opposition National 
Coalition on Sunday.

Ex FSA head injured in bomb blast

World in Brief

AMY DUNSMUIR
Foreign Correspondent



Media: 
The Daily 
Hate Mail?
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yEsTERDAy a large group of 
transgender activists held a protest 
outside the office of UK tabloid 
newspaper The Daily Mail. 

They gathered to put further pres-
sure on the paper to sack one of its 
most popular columnists, Richard 
Littlejohn.

Why? Because a recent column of 
his, ridiculing transgender teacher 
Lucy Meadows, is said to have led 
her to commit suicide.

With the headline ‘He’s not only 
in the wrong body, he’s in the wrong 
job’, Littlejohn was at the forefront 
of the abuse Meadows received, 
when she returned to school after the 
Christmas holidays as a woman.

Tabloid columnists had a field day 
attacking Miss Meadows, calling  
attention to the safety of the children 
and accusing Miss Meadows of being 
a risk.

How did they justify such claims? 
They didn’t, because they didn’t 
have to. Their loyal readers simply 
fed on their views and assertions,  
adopting  them  as  their  own. 
That’s the real danger.

In ridiculing Meadows’ lifestyle  
choices, Littlejohn and many others 
were not acting as journalists. Their 
stories were not in any way pieces of  
respectable journalism.

It’s quite clear that these  
self-righteous hacks were bullying 
Meadows and the worst thing is, 
most of them won’t have seen that 
they were in the wrong, if it weren’t 
for this woman taking her own life 
as an almost direct result of their 
words.

Over in America, you may have 
heard of the recent case in steu-
benville of a 16-year-old girl being 
repeatedly raped by two young men.

The natural reaction to this story 
would be how awful it must have 
been for the young girl, scared, 
vulnerable.

Not the American media. From 
Fox News to CBs, all reporters  
concentrated how giving sympathy 
to the attackers themselves.

CNN’s Poppy Harlow spoke of 
how emotional she felt at the trial as 
the two young men accused of rape 
watched their lives fall apart after 
being  
sentenced.

One us media outlet even went as 
far as naming the 16-year-old victim.

so what is wrong with our media 
and how can we fix it?

We can make a start by educating 
young up and coming journalists in 
proper reporting ethics.

It’ll be a long process but it’s the 
only way we can reach a level of 
journalism we can truly rely on.

In light of recent scrutiny on the 
media, we must do better.

NINA GLENCROss
FEATURES EDITOR

IT’S HERE. Scotland’s ‘date with des-
tiny’ has been announced as the count-
down to one of the biggest days in our 
country’s history has now begun.

Scotland’s first minister Alex 
Salmond announced to Holyrood last 
week the date of next year’s referen-
dum over Scottish independence.

We now know we have until Sep-
tember 18, 2014 to make our choice, 
one way or the other. 

The online countdown clocks have 
been launched by both pro and anti in-
dependence alike, as we head towards 
the big day. 

Opinions on the main issues are 
split like the voting public, as both 
sides of the debate have made bold 
and conflicting statements over how an 
independent Scotland would function.

With the majority of Scots still un-
decided on the vote, what do we know 
about the big issues - the EU, Trident 
and the economy?

There has been debate over what an 
independent Scotland would mean for 
membership of the European Union. 
If Scotland was to become independ-

ent from the UK it would cease to be a 
member of the EU and would have to 
apply for membership, a matter contra-
dicted by some Scottish ministers.

The first minister and others have 
claimed Scotland would be granted 
a continued membership, but it has 
become clear that a re-application pro-
cess would be necessary if the country 
left the union. 

Whilst Scotland would be most like-
ly accepted as a member, the lack of 
clarity over this issue is sure to impact 
upon some voters who are concerned 
with European matters and politics. 

Debate over what currency an 
independent Scotland would use is 
also linked to this issue. The Scottish 
government have stated a preference 
to keep the sterling as the national 
currency rather than converting to 
the Euro. However, a decision over 
this cannot be made unless Scotland 
was made independent following the 
referendum.

In terms of Trident, the UK govern-
ment has argued that moving nuclear 
weapons from the Clyde in Scotland 
would cost billions of pounds and 
thousands of jobs. 

The site in Scotland at Faslane 
employs over 6,000 people and the UK 

government has been vocal in its opin-
ion that a continuation of the arrange-
ment that currently stands would be the 
best outcome for all parties.

Conversely, the Scottish government 
has made its position clear as being 
strongly opposed to nuclear weapons 
looking toward a yes vote to remove 
the expensive arsenal from Scottish 
shores. 

Debate continues over what the 
Scottish government plans for Trident 
would be if a yes vote was achieved 
as the chairman of the Scottish Affairs 
Committee has called for more clarity 
on the issue. Decisions over defence 
and Trident will be central to debate 
leading up to the vote.

Finally, one of the main areas of 
debate has been over Scotland’s ability 
or inability to function economically 
on its own

There has been claim and counter 
claim in this area since long before 
the referendum was even secured and 
it seems that this issue will be one the 
main talking points heading into the 
big day.

What is clear is that historically 
Scotland’s growth overall has been 
slower than the rest of the UK. 
However throughout the economic 

downturn Scotland’s growth has stayed 
on average with the UK as a whole.  

The Scottish government has made 
the comparison between Scotland and 
small Scandinavian nations who enjoy 
sustained, strong economic growth and 
prosperity, alongside generous state 
provision.

An independent Scotland could 
expect to have more than 80% of the 
UK’s oil and gas revenue, subject to 
negotiation with the Treasury. With 
that, the public spending deficit looks 
more manageable.

However, the volatile price of oil 
means volatile income. The trend is 
clearly for the volume of oil and gas 
production to fall, though that is partly 
offset by higher average prices, higher 
tax rates, and so buoyant revenues.

The state of the Scottish economy 
will ultimately depend on the deci-
sions of future governments at Holy-
rood, as they balance lower-tax, low 
regulation, business-friendly policies 
and, on the other hand, a strong social 
contract with universal state provision.

The issues are still being debated, 
with 540 days to make their minds 
up before deciding the future of the 
country.

The countdown is on.

COLIN ARMsTRONG
FEATURES WRITER

SAVE THE DATE: First Minister Alex Salmond announced the date of next year’s Scottish independence referendum last Thursday

Features
Do scots want independence? 
It’s mibbes aye or mibbes naw



CHART ROUND UP 

BRITANNIA RULES 
EMPIRE AWARDS
BRITISH film talent was honoured at 
Sunday night’s Empire awards, with 
Skyfall and the Hobbit winning big. 
Stars of screen and stage battled the 
snow to grace the red carpet at Lon-
don’s Grosvenor House Hotel for 
the awards ceremony, whilst movie 
fans battled the elements to catch a 
glimpse of their heroes. 
Latest Bond blockbuster Skyfall 
kicked off the Brits’ winning streak 
picking up the Best Film gong, with 
the film’s English director Sam 
Mendes being named Best Direc-
tor. Mendes also collected the 
Empire Inspiration Award, and 
speaking of his win he said: 
“Me, if I feel like my films have 
inspired a couple of people, a 
couple of kids who are sitting 
in the back of a dark auditorium, 
then it’s been worth it.”
Brit actor Martin Free-
man won the Best Actor 
prize for his perfor-
mance as Bilbo Bag-
gins in The Hobbit: 

An Unexpected Journey. The first film 
in Peter Jackson’s trilogy adaptation 
of the J. R. R. Tolkein fantasy novel 
picked up the award for Best Science 
Fiction / Fantasy Film.
The Brit success didn’t stop there, 
with the UK’s finest stars of film 
and stage being honoured, including 
Dame Helen Mirren collecting the 
Empire Legend award. 
But The Queen actress caused contro-

versy on the night, criticis-
ing fellow award win-

ner Sam Mendes’ 
acceptance speech. 
She said: “I don’t 
want to unduly 
pick on Sam 
Mendes, but when 

he spoke about his 
inspirations earlier 

this evening, 
I’m afraid 
not a sin-
gle one 
of the 
p e o p l e 

he mentioned was a 
woman.”
Harry Potter star Dan-
iel Radcliffe got rec-
ognition for his acting 
talent, scooping the 
Empire Hero accolade. 
His film The Woman In 
Black also picked up 
the Best Horror prize. 
Humble Radcliffe was 
pleased his latest work 
was being acknowl-
edged, and collecting 
his award he said:  “It’s 
always embarrassing to 
see myself, and thanks 
for the awws at the be-
ginning.”
Rounding off the 
night’s Brit success was 
director Danny Boyle, 
who was honoured 
with the Empire Out-
standing Contribution award. The 
Slumdog Millionaire director, who 
choreographed last year’s Olympic 

opening ceremony in London, was 
met with rapturous applause as he 
collected his prize, dedicating the 
gong to the British film industry.

ZOMBIE EPIC AD 
HITS SCREENS

GUNGE GALORE AT  ANNUAL TEEN CHOICE AWARDS IN LA

The latest trailer for zombie epic World War Z was 
released yesterday, whetting the appetite of action 
horror fans.The movie, which is set for release in 
early June this year and stars Hollywood icon Brad 
Pitt, was filmed in parts of Glasgow. The trailer 
shows the city’s George Square transformed into 
downtown Philadelphia, and overrun with the liv-
ing dead. The Hollywood blockbuster is the latest 
in a series of films  to be shot in Scotland in the 
last year. 

  GLASGOW: WWZ filmed in the city centre

Across the pond, the 26th annual Nickelodeon Kid’s 
Choice Awards were held in Los Angeles. Stars of music, 
television and film flocked to LA for the ceremony, which 
featured musical performances from Christina Aguilera 

and Pitbull.It was gunge galore with stars of the screen 
Neil Patrick Harris and Sandra Bullock among those 

celebs getting doused in the green stuff for the 
kids’ entertainment. Brit boy band One Direction 
were among the big winners on the night. Proving 
they’ve truly taken the States by storm, the boys 
picked up the gongs for Favourite Music Group 
and Favourite Song for their number 1 hit What 
Makes You Beautiful. British talent show legend 
Simon Cowell was named Favourite Villain for 

his the American version of The X Factor. 
Other winners were pop sensation Katy Perry 
scooping the Favourite Female Singer award, 
Justin Bieber picking up Best Male Singer and 
The Hunger Games series winning Best Book.

1.

2.

3.

4. 

5 
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7. 

8. 
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GUNGED: things get messy for stars Neil Pat-
rick Harris and Sandra Bullock at the awards

Success at last for Saturdays

WINNER: Daniel Radcliffe named Empire Hero

ENTERTAINMENT NEWS
CALEDONIAN CHRONICLE8 TUESDAY 26TH MARCH



1306

1655

1807

1948
1969

1979

On this day...
Robert the Bruce becomes King of 
Scotland.
Saturn’s largest moon, Titan, 
discovered by Christiaan Huygens.
The Slave Trade Act abolishes slavery 
in the British Empire.
First correct tornado prediction in US.
John Lennon and Yoko Ono hold their 
first bed-in in for peace protest.
The first functional Space Shuttle is 
brought to the John F. Kennedy space 
centre for its first launch

Famous birthdays

Your words snap out
Like flames in your mouth
Burning like the hours
In time’s furnace
Lost in the arms
Of the bookcase and in portraits of the dead
But we’ll just pick up
Where the future left off
Before the sun dissolved 
Into the sea
You’ve got to let me be angry
Tomorrow I won’t be

If your heels turned away
Maybe the storm would break
But nothing’s written 
To say what could replace it
Whether favour can be bought
With emptiness or memory’s coin
For as the moon don’t react
To the jealous waves
The north star won’t run off 
To the east
You’ve got to let me be angry
Tomorrow I won’t be

Let the black market dream
The post office sleep
Cover the city
In a blanket of darkness
Don’t reach for that
Which is closest with only one hand
For no snowfall can breathe
In the fires of spring
No man outlives his own destiny
You’ve got to let me be angry
Tomorrow I won’t be

Poem of the day

Christina Rossetti

Let me be angry

Steven Tyler (64), Diana 
Ross (68),  Keira Knightley 
(27), Leonard Nimoy (81),         

Amy Smart 
(36), Jay 
Sean (31), 
Martin 

Short (62), 
Mikel Arteta (30), Alan 
Arkin (78), Larry Page 
(39), Lesley Roy (23).

What’s on TV
with Nina Glencross

FREE SPEECH

MY HERO

SHREK THE THIRD

Rick Edwards hosts a live debate from 
Birmingham on issues surrounding 
young parenthood and families. He 
is joined by comedian Ava Vidal, who 
was a single teenage mother, and a 
panel of politicians and commenta-
tors, who answer questions from the 
audience.

This new series sees celebrities 
explore the lives of those who influ-
enced them, starting with Miranda 
Hart who pays tribute to her hero 
Eric Morecambe. She retraces his 
steps, visiting the places he appeared 
with partner Ernie Wise and intro-
ducing the performances that made 
her want to enter the comedy world.

Wed 27, 8pm
BBC3

Fri 29, 9pm
BBC1

Enjoy your Easter weekend with 
Shrek and Donkey in the third 
installment of the Dreamworks 
classic. When his father-in-law 
becomes ill, Shrek is expected to 
become ruler of Far Far Away. 
But the grumpy green ogre would 

rather live the quiet life with Prin-
cess Fiona in his beloved swamp. 
Travelling overseas in search of a 
true heir, Shrek is unaware that 
the pregnant Fiona is in danger 
from a rebellion led by jilted 
Prince Charming.

Sat 30, 8.35pm
BBC3

The
Best Of...

Lucy Porter's brand new show is based around a 
fascinating true story with a stunning twist in the 
tale. Along the way, the thirty-something mum 
of 'Irish twins' (not Jedward thankfully) brings us 
her hilarious stand up observations.

Tues 26, 7.30pm
The Stand Comedy Club
Tickets: £12/£10

LuCy PorTer: 
PeoPLe PerSon

made in SCoTLand: The 
onLy Way iS gLaSgoW
Wed 27-Fri 29, 8.30pm
The Space
Tickets: £8/£6
These characters have been down as far as 
Henley-on –Thames, up partying in Man-
chester, waking up in hotels in Liverpool 
with 50 randoms claiming to be “The Au-
dience” and just generally getting into mis-
chief!

@rustyrockets
SNOW! IMMIGRANT SNOW! Taking 
jobs from British snow.

@greghemphill69
“GLESGA!........GLESGA!..........’ERE 
GLESGA!........GLESGA!!!.............
GLESGA!....” - 
Every screening 
of World War Z 
in Scotland.

@Queen_UK
Mr Cameron on the 
phone. Says he’s 
reached a deal to 
“statutorily underpin 
Mr Clegg”, or some-
thing like that. Wasn’t 
really listening.

@danielmaier
Not watching Budget. Has Emeli Sande 
been on yet?

@EllieJaneTaylor
All the financial problems 
in Cyprus makes me 
realise what’s really 
important to me. Readily 
available Halloumi.

@frankieboyle
Amidst all the budget 
doom and gloom 
let’s take a moment 

to reflect on all 
the positives in 
the world.  Jim 
Davidson’s been 
arrested again.

@RobBrydon
Loving the new 
Stereophonics 
album. Kelly’s 
voice is almost 
as good as 
mine...

@thebencastle
I’ve just found out that Girls Aloud were still 
together.
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FOUR out of every five building firms 
have suffered problems with late pay-
ments over the past year according to 
a survey by the Scottish Building Fed-
eration (SBF).

Hundreds of Scottish construction 
firms are being put at risk by the “epi-
demic” of late invoice payments and 
the average amount owed is £90,000.

The figures in the Scottish Construc-
tion Monitor, a quarterly business 
confidence survey of the organisa-
tion’s membership, shows 164 Scottish 
building firms went bankrupt last year 
with a majority of firms having to write 
off unpaid invoices with an average of 
£6,000.

Commenting on the survey results, 
Scottish Building Federation Execu-
tive Director Michael Levack said: 
“Late payment of invoices has long 
been the bane of many construction 
firms. But in the current economic cli-
mate, it risks becoming the difference 
between continued trading and busi-
ness failure.

“For Scotland’s construction indus-
try, this survey demonstrates that late 
payments have become an issue of 
epidemic proportions, affecting an 
overwhelming majority of businesses, 
irrespective of their size.

“What is more, a majority of con-
struction firms have been forced to 
write off outstanding payments worth 
thousands because of persistent non-
payment. It is a tragedy that otherwise 
excellent businesses are forced into 
bankruptcy because of a lack of the 
cash-flow they need to pay bills and 
salaries when customers fail to pay 
their bills on time – or at all.

“Confidence within the Scottish con-
struction industry remains weak and 

the issue of late payments is certainly 
contributing to that overall lack of in-
dustry confidence.

“We welcome the Scottish Govern-
ment’s ongoing ‘root and branch’ re-
view of construction procurement. I 
hope this will include practical pro-
posals to address the issue of late pay-
ments in the public sector. 

“In the private sector, we need to 
see a greater appreciation of the seri-
ous problem this has become as well 
as tougher sanctions against clients 

that repeatedly fail to pay their bills on 
time.”

The Scottish Government announced 
earlier this month there had been the 
first increase in house building since 
2006. The total number of new homes 
started in the year to September 2012 
increased by 11 per cent from the pre-
vious year. Housing Minister Margaret 
Burges also announced a £13.5 million 
investment to build greener homes.

Building companies in Scotland will 
however be alarmed at the report’s 

findings in what has been a difficult 
couple of years for the industry. 

Some of the main symptoms of an 
economic downturn can hit the build-
ing sector particularly hard with not 
only house building activity slowing 
sharply, but also house-buying.

The SBF is the leading trade body 
representing Scotland’s construction 
industry, with a membership of 600 
individual firms from sole traders to 
major contractors and stretching from 
Orkney to the Scottish Borders.
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BLOCKBUSTER has been sold to re-
structuring specialist Gordon Brothers 
Europe.
The company will oversee the 66 stores 

and 330 staff in Scotland and state that 
all of the 2000 jobs and 264 UK stores 
will operate as “business as usual”.
It was announced in January that 

Blockbuster would be placed in ad-
ministration following intense pressure 
from internet rivals offering low cost 
DVD sales, rent from home and online 
streaming.
Joint Administrator Lee Manning, 

said: “Having identified a profitable 
core portfolio of stores we are pleased 
to have achieved this sale for creditors.
“Together with the previously an-

nounced store sales more than half of 
the original estate has been secured for 
on-going use.
“This transaction provides Blockbuster 

a future in the UK and we owe a spe-
cial vote of thanks to all the Company’s 
employees, suppliers and customers for 
helping us rescue the business.”
Last month, Gordon Brothers took 

over struggling fashion label Repub-
lic after Ernst & Young paid off many 
of the retailer’s senior staff. Like with 
Blockbuster, its new owners vowed to 
develop and implement a programme to 
immediately turnaround rapidly declin-
ing sales and ensure the business’ stores 
continued trading.
Commenting on the acquisition, Frank 

Morton, CEO of Gordon Brothers 
Europe said: “We are delighted to an-
nounce the acquisition of Blockbuster.  
We acknowledge the industry is in tran-
sition; we know that we have a chal-
lenge ahead but there is still a market 
to be served.
“Blockbuster has a strong brand affini-

ty and we believe that with the right mix 
of new product offering, new technolo-
gies, strategic management and market-
ing, we can bring new life to this high 
street staple.  We look forward to work-
ing with employees, suppliers, land-
lords and other stakeholders to make 
this happen.”
The administration only applies to 

Blockbuster’s UK business. The com-
pany was bought out of bankruptcy by 
US satellite and subscriptions giants, 
Dish, for $320m after filing protection 
in 2010.
The rise in digital rental and rent from 

home services such as Netflix and 
Lovefilm played a part in Blockbuster’s 
financial difficulties, however, the com-
pany have experimented with online 
streaming. 
A tough year for the high street has 

seen a number of well-known chains 
run into trouble. Camera company 
Jessops and music retailer HMV were 
placed into administration last year and 
electrical goods retailer Comet closed 
in 2012.

Blockbuster 
buyer found
SEAN LAFFERTY
Business Correspondent

Four out of five Scottish building 
firms face late client payment

THE UK’s five big banks have seen 
their profits curtailed by massive fines 
according to a report by the Audit, Tax 
and Advisory services firm KPMG.

Their performance report looks at 
the Royal Bank of Scotland, Barclays, 
HSBC, Lloyds Banking Group and 
Standard Chartered.

KPMG state that “core” bank profits 
were up by 45 per cent in 2012, to £31 
billion, but were undermined by fines 
and compensation payments which 
took statutory profits down 40 per cent 
on 2011 to £11.7 billion.

KPMG said the dive in the bank’s 

profits was caused by the “cost of past 
mistakes and increased creditworthi-
ness of their own debt”

Bill Michael, EMA Head of Finan-
cial Services at KPMG, said: “Banks 
had a better performance year in 2012 
but their improved core profits were 
eaten up by fines and other exceptional 
items, leaving them down on 2011. 

“In terms of their reputations, 2012 
was a dire year.  This is why it is so 
important for them to address cultural 
and ethical perceptions and issues.  Re-
storing customer trust is critical.”

The banking sector has not been 
without its financial problems. Public 
trust in banks was lowered further by 
the Libor scandal and system failures 
at a number of banks, and weaknesses 
in anti-money-laundering controls.

RBS and Barclays paid out £391 and 
£290 million respectively for their in-
volvement in the Libor scandal and 

HSBC were ordered to pay a fine for 
money-laundering activity of almost 
$2 billion to US authorities.

SEAN LAFFERTY
Business Correspondent

UK Big Five see 2012 profits wiped out

BROKE: Late payments could risk becoming the difference between continued trading and business failure.

FINED: KPMG say dive in bank’s profits waas caused by “cost of past mistakes”.
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Green: we want out McInnes signs 
on at Dons
ABERDEEN officially unveiled Derek 
McInnes as their new manager yesterday.

McInnes will be joined by assistant 
Tony Docherty and will take over after the 
SPL splits in two weeks’ time. He said: 
“I’m absolutely thrilled to be given the 
opportunity to manage a club of the stature 
of Aberdeen and am determined to repay 
their faith in me.

“I can assure, fans, players, sponsors 
and everyone associated with Aberdeen 
Football Club that I will do everything 
within my power to build a team that will 
entertain the fans and bring long-awaited 
success back to this great club.”

In his first managerial post with St 
Johnstone, McInnes, 41, gained promo-
tion to the Scottish Premier League and 
established them in the division.

He moved to Championship side Bristol 
City in 2011 but suffered a mixed bag at 
Ashton Gate and was sacked in January 
after 14 months in the job.

The appointment came after former boss 
Craig Brown announced he was retiring 
at the end of the season, and would step 
down beforehand if a suitable replacement 
was found.

Aberdeen sit ninth in the SPL but could 
still make the top six, with games at home 
to Hearts and away to Dundee Utd coming 
up before the league splits.

McInnes and Docherty have been given 
contracts until 2015.

Livi opt for 
Burke as boss

LIVINGSTON yesterday announced their 
new management team of Richie Burke 
and Mark Burchill.

Burke enjoyed a 15-year playing career 
in England, USA and Australia with sides 
including Everton and Preston before 
embarking on a coaching career.

Caretaker boss since February, Burke 
won two out of three games in charge but 
suffered a heavy 6-1 defeat to league chal-
lengers Partick Thistle last weekend.

Livingston chief executive Ged Nixon 
said: “Richie was in poll position following 
the work he had been doing at youth and 
first team level.

“His quality of coaching and the way he 
communicated that message to the players 
were key reasons for his appointment, 
coupled with the fact we wanted continuity 
as much as possible.”

The pair have each been given a contract 
until the summer of 2015.

Former Celtic striker Burchill, 32, had 
been playing with Thai premier league side 
ESAN United and joins in a playing and 
coaching role.

Nixon said Burchill, who hails from 
West Lothian, would be given the opportu-
nity to develop as a coach.

He said: “Although Mark has his coach-
ing qualifications, he will continue to play 
as well as earning his spurs on the coaching 
side of things.”

DUNfERMLINE Athletic is on the brink of 
bankruptcy following an HMRC tax deadline 
last night.
The fife club, currently sitting fourth in the 

first Division, had until 5 p.m. on Monday to 
settle a £134,000 tax bill.

This comes after the group attempting save the 
club admitted it has ‘run out of options.’
A spokesman for the group said : “There’s 

nothing more we can do. It all rests on Gavin 
Masterton now. In very simple terms, we have 
taken the club as far as we can at the present 
time. We’ve done everything we can, and to 
be honest, so have the fans. We’ve been going 
around the town and at games with buckets 
collecting money. It’s tragic.”

former Scotland international and current 
Dunfermline goalkeeper Paul Gallacher in a 
statement on the club website said: “The club is 
dying on its knees in front of me. 
“It is disappointing to see and you just hope 

that somebody can come up with a package to 

get us out of this.”
“It is heart breaking at times and you meet 

grown men who are so upset that this could 
potentially be the end.”
The 33-year-old claimed that the SfA and SfL 

have turned their backs on the club.
“We are trying to do it ourselves and there are 

a lot of guys working so hard and trying every 
avenue but the league won’t help us.”

Jim Leishman, who is heading the steering 
group, confirmed that the money is in place 
to settle the tax bill, but questions still remain 
concerning the long-term viability of the club.

The club, founded in 1885, played what could 
be their final game on Saturday, losing 4-3 at 
home to struggling Dumbarton in front of 3,409 
supporters.
Local rivals Raith Rovers donated part of the 

gate receipts from their recent fixture at Stark’s 
Park to the Pars in an effort to help them meet 
yesterday’s deadline, with Partick Thistle offer-
ing to do the same should the clubs meet next 
month.

Earlier this month Gavin Masterton turned 
down a £500,000 from fan’s consortium Pars 
Community claiming they had been unwilling 
or unable to show they had the funds available 
to complete the deal.
Dunfermline are set to play falkirk in the 

first Division on Wednesday evening at East 
End Park, but the fixture remains in doubt.

“Club is dying on its feet” says Pars keeper Gallacher

GAffER: Burke was youth coach

RANGERS chief executive Charles 
Green has insisted that the club will 
be playing English football within five 
years.

Green previously spoke of his de-
sire to make the move following the 
Ibrox club’s demotion to Division 
Three last summer.

The Yorkhireman claimed two 
English football league clubs have 
been offered to him as surrogates for 
a Rangers move, and he insisted that 
Old Firm rivals Celtic would follow 
should his side make the move across 
the border.

In an interview with the Daily Mir-

ror, Green said: “Whether it is next 
week, because the English authori-
ties change their mind, or in five to 10 
years, Rangers and Celtic will leave 
Scotland.

“Why would football clubs or foot-
ball authorities not want Rangers and 
Celtic? If they say ‘It wouldn’t add 
anything into the game’ they are lying. 
I watched Southampton play Wigan. 
The stadium wasn’t full. There were 
empty sets. Now there is no way in 
God’s earth that any team that Rang-
ers play will have empty seats.”

Green insisted, however, that the 
club would have to start in the Confer-
ence and work their way up the Eng-
lish football pyramid.

“I don’t want to go into the Football 
League, but what I do want to do is to 
start playing in England, and knowing 

that if I win that league, I get promot-
ed to the next one.

“Could you imagine the income 
generation Rangers and Celtic would 
create in the Conference? And then 
to work through the leagues over the 
next three or four years would refresh 
English football because this staleness 
that is affecting Scottish football is 
prevalent here.”

Tommy Dunsmuir, of Celtic fan 
group The Green Brigade claims that 
a move to the English leagues would 
be in the best interests of both clubs.

“There’s absolutely no doubt that 
a move to the English leagues would 
freshen things up both financially and 
creatively. Fans would get to travel to 
new and better stadiums, and Celtic 
will receive new challenges.

“The money on offer in the English 

leagues is far greater than we will ever 
see in Scotland. It’s been on the cards 
for what seems like forever and I’ve 
no doubt it will happen sooner or later. 
There’s potentially going to be two 
Welsh teams playing in the English 
Premier League next season, so why 
not two Scottish clubs?”

Green also said he is preparing a le-
gal challenge to ensure Gers’ passage 
to England would not be blocked.

He claimed that under European 
law, stopping his club from making 
the move is a restraint of trade, despite 
Premier League chief executive Rich-
ard Scudamore previously insisting 
the move will not take place.

With Scottish football in the midst 
of restructuring, talks of the departure 
of the Old Firm duo could throw an-
other spanner in the works.

CALLUM CARSON
Sports Editor

LOST: Dunfermline lost 4-3 at weekend

INEVITABLE: Rangers Chief Executive Charles Green said it’s only a matter of time before the Old firm depart for England
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CURLING: Scotland’s women 
returned home yesterday fol-
lowing their gold medal at the 
Curling World Championships 
in Latvia.
CRICKET : England enter the 
fifth day of their Test Match in 
New Zealand on 90-4. They need 
481 runs to win.
GOLF : Tiger Woods can regain 
the world no.1 spot if he holds on 
to his three shot lead entering the 
delayed final round at Bay Hill.
ICE HOCKEY: Braehaed 
Clan forward Ash Goldie has 
been named Elite Ice Hockey 
League player of the week.

Charles Green: 
Old firm will be 
playing in England 
within five years 

PAGE 11Thistle aiming to close  
the gap PAGE 11

Sport in a 
minute

SCotLAnD must stop the rot in 
their remaining World Cup qualifiers, 
according to a fans’ representative.

the team arrived in Serbia yesterday 
ahead of their World Cup qualifier this 
evening.

tartan Army spokesman Hamish 
Husband said drastic improvements had 
to be made.

He said: “the objective is to keep 
away from pot five and stop the slide 
down the world rankings. it would 
be impossible in pot five at the next 
championships as qualification would 
be even harder to achieve.”

Scotland currently sit bottom of their 
qualifying group, with only two points 
from five games. They are 11 points 
behind group leaders Belgium.

Friday’s match against Wales was 
Scotland’s first competitive game under 
the new management team of Strachan, 
Stuart McCall and ex-Aberdeen boss 
mark mcGhee.

He said there would be changes 
ahead of tonight’s game, but urged the 
players to keep giving their all in the 
remainder of the qualifying campaign.

“There are 1200 fans going over 
expecting us to fight to the end.

“It isn’t over, the chances are remote 
but we have to be determined.

“the players will be given a clear 
way of playing and they will understand 
the importance of playing for their 
country.”

Vancouver Whitecaps striker Kenny 
Miller, an early substitute against Wales 
after Steven Fletcher had to make way 
through injury, could start tonight. 

He said the team could bounce back 
from their latest disappointment.

“We have been low before and we 
have been picked back up.

“We have got to put Friday night 
behind us, not feel sorry for ourselves 
and hopefully get a result in Serbia.

“If you look at the last Wales game, 
when we played down there, both teams 
were getting a bit of stick.

“There is only one thing we can do - 
get our head down and work hard and 
get good performances and get results.”

other players absent from tonight’s 
Scotland side are Scott Brown, Darren 
Fletcher, James Morrison and the 
suspended robert Snodgrass. With 
half the campaign still to come, Miller 

said the aim was to build for the future, 
admitting that there was now no chance 
of him playing in a major championship 
for his country.

He said: “obviously this campaign 
does look like it’s going to be petering 
out, but if we can put some good results 
towards the end of this campaign, we 
can then maybe carry that on to the next 
campaign.”

members of the tartan Army were 
exasperated after Scotland didn’t 
appear to show any notable difference 

from the previous regime under Craig 
Levein. 

Fans’ spokesman Husband said: 
“Friday was the latest in a series 
of extremely poor performances. 
Collectively, the team was all over the 
place.

“this team has half decent players but 
they were a disaster on Friday. Strachan 
picked a passing team but they couldn’t 
pass it. it was almost laughable.

“managing an international side is 
completely different to club football 

and Strachan has a huge job on his 
hands to improve the current set-up.”

Blackburn defender Grant Hanley, 
experienced a mixture of emotions 
as he scored against Wales in his first 
competitive start for Scotland, only to 
suffer in a disappointing performance.

The 21-year-old said: “The table 
doesn’t make good reading but the 
task now is to improve on our standing 
and to do that we need to get back to 
winning games again and rebuild our 
confidence.”

MARK GOOD
Sports Correspondent

DEJECTED: Scotland players Grant Hanley and Charlie Mulgrew in winter conditions following Friday’s 2-1 home defeat to Wales

MGHEE: Still work to be done

tartan army chief warns players to avoid a Serbian horror show
muSt Do Better
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